


Qatar win abide by World Coart ruling 

.T ° atar r s f id P* Sanmiay it would abide by any ruling 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) -in the Hague might make on its 

A 8 h ,er J r " 81 i S"? Bahrain FoSgn Mbiistiy Under- 

score laiyAhmadBen Abdullah Ai Mahmoud said Qatar agreed with 

be* way to solve the dispute was through tbe Hague 
S^Sg" du *'° decide this month whether it is competent to jSd^ 
J?K r< 5 pe S *2 J“dgenient «*» ^ dispute and comply 
t? offiaal Ncws Agency. The dispute 
!"*- potcnlian y o^-rich elands, shoals and 
b ? ^ hr ? ,n “"der a border demarcation decided 
when Britain handled the foreign affairs of the two states in the 1930s. 
Bahrain has always maintained that the two sides should go together to 

itS daim 10 *** disputed area to the Hague 
unilaterally last July. The court said it will decide in June whether iris 
competent to judge^ u after looking at Qatar’s daim and Bahrain’s, 
rebuttal. On April 16 Oatar said it was redefining its sea boundaries to 
include a large dice of Bahraini-controlled waters. Bahrain quickly 
rejected the Qatari daim and said it was maintaining control of its 
territorial waters. 
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Kuwaiti court po s tpones verdict 

KirWAn" (R) — A Kuwaiti coun on Saturday postponed for two weeks 
the verdict on three Jordanians accused of working for a newspaper ran by 
the Iraqi authorities during the Iraqi occupation, the Kuwaiti News 
■ Agency (KUNA) said. The state security court will give its verdict on June 
20, the official agency said. The three Jordanians arc accused of 
collaboration by working on the newspaper AI Nida . KUNA said the 
newspaper was "part of an attempt to legitimise the occupation and turn it 
into 3 status quo.” The three are also charged with “propagating 
statements, false rumours and propaganda to help the enemy." KUNA 
added. Two of the defendants arc further accused of joining the pro* Iraqi 
Arab Liberation Front "with the aim of carrying out hostile acts against 
Kuwait." The coun postponed until June 28 the case of a woman, named 
only as Saadouna M. and accused of "intervening on behalf or the 
enemy," and reporting Kuwaitis to the Iraqis. KUNA added. It did not 
give her nationality. 
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c 3 Iraq derides U.S. 
efforts 


- d.* for BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s' gov- 
i!ou* emment newspaper poured scorn 


Amrtino nf 


• f on Saturday on Washington's 
opposition groups 



: _ Airjc ? cover can achieve nothing, ’ AI 

' . 7*"^ Jumbouriyah daily said. “Doubl- 
- ■- t- ' ^ j ng funds to these criminals and 

traitors means they have failed 
.jj -? drastically in accomplishing the 


'«:J ^ ^ reactionary, Zionist and Amer- 


. • •* i Jr,.v k. . 5 » rcan senemes, me newspaper 

- HIV ^tysaid. The New York Times re- 
1 ‘“crei ^ ported on Tuesday that the U.S. 
r ' L:: House of Representatives Select 

" = ‘ Committee on Intelligence 

‘ I Zi'i approved secret funding of $40 

’ j ; ir :i, r .. million for 1993 to overthrow 
^(4 President Saddam, more than 
tried to tab double this year's $15 million. "It 
Vn lif seems bribing the traitors in the 

11 *l*e •«-< pghfc name of the opposition has back- 
, ” fired. Therefore, Washington de- 

~ ftiQQgiju rided to increase its financial 
- r ft support," AI Jumhouriyah said. 




support, 

Jewish bodies want 


. ;‘ r:: L ' 4= ^ EC to suspend $200m 
r’:,; v D ^ aid to Syria 

J-' : ' /.> -A NEW YORK (AP) — Jewish 
' organisations have called on the 

,' ir r,l "*T4ttTi European Community (EC) to 
rrHruj postpone considering a $200 mil- 
: - - Hon grant to Syrian because it is 
’ * • ^|^l!egedly stalling on lifting travel 
■“ restrictions for Syrian Jews. The 

Conference of Presidents of Ma- 
jor American Jewish Organisa- 
tions said in a statement that 
there has been a “deeply troubl- 
ing" slowdown in the departure 
of Jews from Syria. The confer- 
ence’s national task force on Sy- 
rian Jewry has taken the lead on 
this issue. “The current stalling 
on new applications flies in the 
face of (Syrian) President AssarFs 
announced pledge to' ease travel 
restrictions for Syrian Jews," said 
the task force’s chairman, 
Seymour Dr. Reich. Mr. Reich 
said Syria is continuing a policy of 
splitting Jewish families by re- 
quiring those who depart to leave 
one or more family members 
behind. 
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q on Elvis 
due soon 
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.Turkish troops kill 23 
:.;t*rebel Kurds 


DrYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) 
Turkish troops killed 23 rebel 
Kurds in four separate clashes in 
east and southeast Turkey, offi- 
cials said on Saturday. They said 
20 rebels of the banned Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) were killed 
near Uludere town bordering 
Iraq after a group crossed into 
Turkey from bases in northern 
Iraq late on Friday. One non- 
commissioned Turkish officer 
was killed in the dash, they said. 
Turkish security forces also killed 
one . PKK member in each of 
Tnnceli, Simak and Cizre towns 
on Saturday, they said. 

Gorbachev loses 
limousine after 
criticising Yeltsin 

Moscow (AP) — Former Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev has 
been deprived of his luxurious 
limousine a week after be public- 
ly criticised President Boris Yelt- 
sin's economic reforms, an aide 
said Saturday. Mr. Gorbachev’s 
black ZJI was taken away and 
replaced with a Volga Sedan, the 
boxy four-door car issued to 
rank-and-file bureaucrats, said 
aide and translator Pavel Palazh- 
chenko. The newspaper Mos- 
kovsky Komsomolets, which car- 
ried the ft's! report on Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s Volga, commented that 
the former president might soon 
be pedalling to work if he con- 
tinues speaking out against Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Vehicles set ablaze 

in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Six vehicles 
including four belonging to state 
firms were set ablaze during the 
night in the eastern province of 
Constantine, the official, news 
agency APS reported Saturday. 
“Police have opened an inquiry, 
and are actively hunting the au- 
thors of these terrorist acts,” the 
agency said. Late last month six 
other vehicles, including three 
state-owned refrigerated tracks, 
were set on fire at Ai Hanroucbe | 
near the eastern petroleum port 
of ' Skikda. . An underground 
newspaper issued by the Algerian 

« ujahedeen appealed to Mus- 
as on Friday to resort to “the 
weapon of fire” to bum vital 
installations which "can serve the 
junta in power in its war against 
Islam.” 
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King outlines vision of 

Jordan based on democracy, 
dialogue and joint action 


MLTTA (Petra) — His. Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday urged 
citizens to break out of the circles 
of despair, division, consumerism 
and low spirits and redirect their 
'efforts to build a new Jordan 
governed by democracy, open 
dialogue and collective work. 

In an address to the fifth batch 
of graduates from Mu’ta Uni- 
versity, the King said he wanted 
to see a “new democratic Jordan, 
with its citizens, culture and uni- 
versities able to withstand chal- 
lenges and undertake responsibi- 
lities ... in which the people’s 
connection to the Constitution 
and the National Charter is 
strengthened so that they would 
become a bridge over which the 
country can cross into the new 
phase." 

He warned against Jordan be- 
coming a bridge “over which 
opportunists can cross towards 
their narrow interests, be they 
political, along party lines, eco- 
nomic or social.” 

He called for more insistence 
on democracy, dialogue, freedom 
of research and questioning until 
they “become a way of life which 
will penetrate and control our 
political and social structure in a 
manner which would weed out 
those among us who dose their 
minds to new interpretations or 
use their political or administra- 
tive positions to oppress or those 
who see wrong and ignore it.” 

“We want a Jordan which has 
unity among -it& iatizc ns and in its- 
spirtis, allowing for diverse opin- 
ions but rejecting division, tutel- 


age or regression,” the King said. 

He expressed hope that the 
people of Jordan wOl continue to 
“look forward to an age of liberty, 
leaving behind every dictatorial 
trend ... moving from individual- 
ism to a spirit of collect i vi sm , 
from dark to light and from myth 
to knowledge." 

King Hussein called for facing 
up to this age’s challenges in 
thonght and vision with a spedal 
emphasis on the universities* re- 
sponsibility to develop research 
and provide answers on the level 
of the challenges so that “our 
sodal and democratic develop- 
ment is not hindered." 

He called on the graduates to 
be “knights of reasonable and 
sound research.” defending their 
nation against hegemony. 

On Palestine, the King said: 
“Palestine was and still is the 
closest cause to us. It is our cause 
and when duty called on us to 
protect the West Bank and Jeru- 
salem our army fought and saved 
them." 

King Hussein reiterated Jor- 
dan's commitment to the Palesti- 
nian cause and pledged to sup- 
port the Palestinians until they 
regain their legitimate rights. 

The King said an Arab-Israeli 
settlement should ensure “the re- 
turn of legitimate rights to the 
Palestinians on their national soil 
and under the leadership of their 
sole and legitimate representa- 
tive. which they have chosen." 

— The King said Jordan-will con- 
tinue to coordinate with the 
Palestinians by providing them 


with a Jordanian umbrella for 
peace talks with Israel to enable 
the talks to deal with the Palesti- 
, man dimension of the conflict. 

The King also reiterated his 
commitment to Jerusalem and 
said: “It is an Arab and Muslim 
land and it never oceured to us 
that anybody else is closer to it 
than us or concerned about it 
more than ns," “nor that the 
blood of his family or bis soldiers 
had glistened on its walls like the 
blood of the Hashemites and the 
good Jordanians.” 

At different points in his 45- 
minute address. King Hussein in- 
directly alluded to the Arab Gulf 
states’ misinterpretation of Jor- 
dan’s position during the Gulf 
crisis. “Those who did themselves 
an injustice and misinterpreted 
our position, will know that ../ 
we protect this (Arab) Nation,” 
the King said. “The honourable 
among us is honourable in his 
manners, his belonging and his 
sincerity to bis religion, his Arab- 
ism and his country." 

The King expressed hope that 
“suspicion mil stop and a window 
of hope will open," paving the 
road for Arab unity. 

He pointed out that “Jorda- 
nians have always, stood in the 
trenches calling for the unity of 
the nation and its sovereignty on 
its resources and future." 

“I feel content because Jordan 
has crossed the bridge of difficul- 
ties ... but I feel sad because 
every time this nation attempted 

(Continued on page 5) 


Mubarak says Israel 
not serious for peace 


CAIRO (Agencies)- — Hosni 
Mubarak, president of the only 
Arab country at peace with 
Israel, accused the Jewish state 
on Saturday of intending to re- 
nege on commitments and under- 
mine current regional peace 
talks. 

In one of his strongest critic- 
isms of Israel, Mr. Mubarak cal- 
led both its annexation of East 
Jerusalem and its continued 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza illegal. He appealed to the 
international community to help 
“liberate the Holy City.” 

The comments were in a mes- 
sage he sent to a rally at the 
headquarters of the Arab League 
marking the 25th anniversary of 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Mr. Mubarak said by staying in 
the West Bank. Gaza and the 
Golan, Israel “does not establish 
a right or create legitimacy." 

“And what applies to occupied 
Palestinian territories applies by 
the same standard and logic to 
the Arab city of Jerusalem, an 
indivisible part of those occupied 
territories.” 


“To consecrate the fait accom- 
pli imposed on the city unilateral- 
ly, and to change its demographic 
structure through settlement 
building, means preempting a 
just negotiated settlement of this 
problem." Mr. Mubarak said. 

Israeli actions in Jerusalem “re- 
veal insincere intentions to shake 
the foundations of the peace pro- 
cess and evade the commitment 
on which current negotiations are 
based, namely trading land for 
peace," he said. 

“Through this meeting I appeal 
to the whole international com- 
munity to join hands to liberate 
the Holy Oty from the yoke of 
occupation.” 

Yasser Arafat, leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), also sent a message 
to the meeting blaming Israel for 
lack of progress in current peace- 
talks. 

He said continued settlement 
building, repression of the 
Palestinian uprising and attacks 
on South Lebanon give “living 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq, Syria 
and Libya 
reject Israeli 
phone links 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq and 
Libya have condemned Israeli 
attempts to introduce a unilateral 
direct telephone service. 

Iraq said Monday it had told inter- 
national telephone operators abroad 
to Nock any calls from die Jewish 
state. 

Communications and Transport 
Minister Abdul Sattar AI Mn’mi said 
the Israeli attempts violated interna- 
tional agreements regulating interna- 
tional telephone calk. 

“These arts are of the piracy and 
cheating which have characterised die 
Zionist entity since its foundation,’’ 
he said in a statement 

Israel’s communications ministry 
said on Tbesday it was indnding Iraq, 
Syria and Libya in the Hsi of Arab 
countries Israelis can contact by 
direct dial. 

Syria has appealed to the Geneva- 
based International Telecommunica- 
tion Union to prevent the calls. 

Libya denied Saturday having set 
up direct-dial telephone links with 
Israel and said it would cut links with 
any third country which passed on 
such Bilk 


Libya to provide answers 
to Britain on IRA ties 


GENEVA (R) — Libya is to 
provide Britain until answers to 
questions on its links with the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) at 
a meeting next week which is 
expected to be brief but poten- 
tially significant, diplomatic 
sources raid Saturday. 

The Libyan representative, so 
far unnamed, will hand over to a 
British diplomat on Tuesday a 
piece' of paper with Tripoli's, 
answers in the presence of U.N. 
Under-Secretary-General 
Antoine Blancal 

The diplomat, also unnamed, 
mil merely take the paper and 
send it on to the Foreign Office in 
London but will not ask ques- 
tions. 

"This is the handing over of a 
piece of paper," said one soiree. 
“If they provide the answers, that 
will be a demonstration of good 
intentions and a step towards 
complying with (U.N.) Security 
Council resolutions.” 

Ever since October 1987 when 
French customs seized the Irish- 
crewed freighter Ekstind, loaded 
with Libyan arms destined for the 
IRA, Britain has sought informa- 


tion to be able to nab key IRA 
figures and track down earlier 
shipments. 

The Eksund carrier 150 to 200 
tonnes of arms, from Kalash- 
nikov rifles to ground-to-air 
SAM-7 missiles, along with 2.5 
tonnes of Semtex explosive and 
one million rounds of ammuni- 
tion. 

The French court which tried 
the crew was told there had been 
five journeys between Libya and 
Ireland from 1985 to 1987. 

Irish police believe they have 
recovered only a fraction of the 
arms that were landed on quiet 
beaches and scattered around the 
country. 

Britain is also seeking informa- 
tion about training camps and 
financial assistance. 

Libya wrote to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Gfoali on May 
11 offering to meet Britain’s re- 
quest for information on the 
IRA. 

The information is to be hand- 
ed over at the United Nations' 
European headquarters in Gene- 
va, the Palais des Nations, which 
is run by Mr. Blanca. 



Hjs Majesty King Hussein Saturday addresses the fifth batch of graduates from Mnta University ^ 
(Petra photo) 


Iraq sends 
good wishes 
to Arafat 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Taneq Aziz met 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on Saturday to wish him a 
speedy recovery following his re- 
cent brain surgery, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Mr. Arafat Chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation • Organisa- 
tion (PLO), requested Mr. Aziz 
to convey his gratitude to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and to the 
Iraqi people and their govern, 
merit. Petra said. Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Aziz reviewed the latest de- 
velopments on the Arab and in- 
ternational arenas, it added. The 
meeting was attended on the 
Palestinian side by head of the 
PLO Political Department 
Farouk Qadoumi, PLO Informa- 
tion Department Director Yasser 
Abed Rabbo and Palestinian 
ambassador in Amman. 

Mr. Aziz, Iraq's international 
repesentative during the Gulf cri- 
sis, was en route to Brazil 
where he will represent Iraq at 
the Earth Summit. 


Arab side contemplates future 
strategy in talks with Israel 


AMMAN (R) — The four Arab 
parties to peace talks with Israel 
met in Amman Saturday to assess 
the seven-month-old Middle East 
peace process and draw up future 
strategy. 

The foreign ministers of Jor- 
dan, Syria, Lebanon and Pales- 
tine discussed in their 3 and Vi 
hoar meeting the prospect of 
preparing an Arab strategy for 
fixture talks with Israel and dis- 
cussed ways of enhancing Arab 
coordination before the start of 
the sixth round of bilateral talks 
in Rome, the Jordan News agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

Ia addition to the foreign 
ministers, several beads and 
members of the delegations to the 
peace talks participated in the 
meeting, which is the third of its 
kind, lie first two meetings were 
held in Damascus and Beirut. 

The ministers also discussed prop- 
osed dates for convening the sixth 
round of talks in Rome. They 
affirmed that Rome constitutes an 
important point in the peace process 
and more efforts should be exerted to 
ensure international pressure on 
Israel to make it change its stand on 
the process and on international legi- 
timacy, Petra said. 

They also discussed Israel’s attacks 
on South Lebanon and its violations 
of Palestinian human rights in the 
occupied territories, including the 
siege imposed on the Gaza Strip, the 
agency said. 

The Lebanese delegation urged the 
meeting to gather support for holding 
an emergency meeting for the Arab 
league Council at tbe level of foreign 
minsters to discuss tbe Israeli 
attacks, their impart on the peace 
process and ways of confronting 
them. 



The foreign ministers of Jordan, Syria, Palestine and Lebanon meet in 
Amman Saturday (Photo by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


The Syrian delegation called for 
confronting Israel’s practices which 
violate international charters. It cal- 
led on tbe international community to 
pressure Israel and expose its mal- 
practices. 

According to Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber, the Arab foreign 
ministers wiD bold the second and 
final round of talks in Amman Sun- 
day. He said the ministers would issue 
a final statement at the end of their 
meeting. 

“The coming period is a very im- 
portant one in view of elections, both 
in the United States and in Israel, and 
we have to see if we can come up with 
ideas and stands." Mr. Abu Jaber 
said, calling the talks important for 
Arab coordination. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Jordan, like 
Syria, backed Lebanon's call for an 
urgent Arab League foreign minis- 
ters’ meeting to condemn Israeli 
attacks on villages and bases in south 
and east Lebanon. 

The Amman meeting gr o up ed, in 


addition to Dr. Abu Jaber. Syrian 
Foreign minister Farouk AI Shares. 
Lebanese Foreign Minister Fans 
Bouez and Farouk Oaddoumi, head 
of tbe Political Department of tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Upon his arrival here, Mr. Sharaa 
of Syria said his country still had hope 
in tbe slow-moving peace process but 
would continue to boycott the multi- 
lateral phase of the’ talks. 

“Once tbe reasons that have com- 
pelled Syria to take such a stand are 
removed, we will join the multilateral 
talks,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria still bad hope 
in the overall peace process. 

“In die general context we have not 
given up hope on prospects of prog- 
ress in tbe peace process and regain- 
ing occupied Arab territory on tbe 
basis of U.N. resolutions 242 and 
338," he said. 

“Bui on the other hand we are not 
optimistic on tbe Israeli position 
which is intransigent and blocking the 
peace process,” he added. 


New fund 
to be set up 
to address 
poverty, 
joblessness 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of 
Ministers Saturday endorsed a draft 
law aimed at replacing the Develop- 
ment and Employment Fund. The 
new law will create a new fund with 
expanded responsibilities and finan- 
cial and administrative independence. 

It will also contribute to enabling 
individuals and families of gaining 
better chances for employment. 

The main activities of the new fund 
will be: 

— providing direct and indirect 
funds to individuals and families; 

— providing funds to municipal 
and rural councils to carry out neces- 
sary infrastructure projects to prom- 
ote productive operations; 

— providing financing to govern- 
ment agencies in accordance with the. 
conditions set by the fund's board or 
directors to support social develop- 
ment projects in rural regions pro- 
vided these aim at increasing local 
participation in productive activities 
or creating labour-oriented projects 
which will offer employment to peo- 
ple from the low-income groups; 

— rehabilitating people and enabl- 
ing them to take up professions as 
well as improving the performance of 
professionals in certain sectors; 

— assisting local individuals and 
voluntary institutions to develop their 
capabilities; 

— conducting scientific research 
and field studies to obtain data for 
projects that could help attain the 
objectives related to the fund's laws; 
and 

— coordinating efforts with all in- 
stitutions working in productive soda) 
work so as to forestall duality in 
financing and establishing projects. 

According to the law, the board of 
directors will be chaired by the depu- 
ty prime minister or any other minis- 
ter nominated by the prime minister 
and will include as member! ministers 
of industry and trade, finance, plan- 
ning, labour, agriculture and sodal 
.development in addition to five repre- 
sentatives from the sectors of indus- 
try. agriculture, education, labour 
and voluntary social work appointed 
by the council of ministers in accord- 
ance with directives of the chairman 
of the board of directors of the fund 
for a term of two years, renewable for 
consecutive two-year term. 

This fund is seen as one of the basic 
approaches to directly tackling pover- 
ty and unemployment. The nature of 
the composition of its board of direc- 
tors will enable it to take quick 
decisions. The draft law will be pre- 
sented to Parliament in its next ses- 
sion. 


2 Israeli-allied gunmen 
killed in Lebanon blast 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — A roadside bomb 
exploded Saturday in South 
Lebanon, killing two militiamen 
of the Israeli-affiliated South 
Lebanon Army (SCA) and 
wounding three others. 

The blast on a road linking the 
S LA-con trolled town of Jezzine 
and Israel's self-designated 
“security zone" in the south high- 
lighted tensions that have pre- 
vailed in the region over the past 
three weeks. 

The SLA command in Mar- 
jayoun reported the casualties in 
the 10 a.m. (0700 GMT) blast. It 
said its gunners responded by 
shelling guerrillas routes near the 
site, but gave no other details. 

The Islamic Resistance, a guer- 
rilla coalition led by Hizbollah 
(Party of God), claimed responsi- 
bility in a statement issued in the 
southern port of Sidon. 

Guerrillas detonated the bomb 
by remote control, destroying a 
vehicle carrying an SLA militia 
patrol near the village of Kfar 
Falous, 10 kilometres west of 
Jezzine, sources said. 

The town is held by the SLA 
but lies outside Israel's “security 
zone" in the south. 

The attack was launched on the 
10th anniversaiy of the start of 
Israel’s invasion of Lebanon. 

Security sources said Israeli 
and SLA gunners hit back by 
shelling three villages and a valley 
in territory held by Hizbollah. 
north of the zone. 

Israel has shelled and launched 
II air strikes on Hizbollah and 
Palestinian targets m east and 
South Lebanon since May 21 and 
vowed to keep bitting back until 
attacks cease. 


Saturday’s casualties brought 
the total number of people killed 
in the three-week cycle of vio- 
lence in the south to 33. 

In two attacks on Friday, guer- 
rillas fired anti-tank rockets at 
two SLA positions on the edge of 
the 15-kilometre deep “security 
zone," security sources said. 
There were no casualties. 

Both of Friday’s raids claimed 
by leftist guerrilla groups. 

Israel’s unusually prolonged 
wave of bombing raids in South 
Lebanon has prompted Syria to 
warn that all-out war could occur, 
but Israeli officials say they will 
not let it come to that. 

With an election coming June 
23, the Israeli government cannot 
afford to be seen as soft on 
Lebanese and Palestinian resist- 
ance groups. But Yossi Olmeit. 
head of the government press 
office; denied the election was a 
factor. 

“We want to stabilise the situa- 
tion in South Lebanon," he said. 
“What is happening there is the 
opposite of what we are saying in 
our campaign; that we are bring- 
ing security to Israel." 

"It is not in our interest to 
undermine our interests by esca- 
lating tilings in Lebanon,” he said 
in an interview. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
hinted the United States had 
asked Israel to halt the attacks in 
South Lebanon. 

“Everyone understands the 
American interest in keeping the 
region quiet, and in preventing 
additional conflicts which could 
hurt the peace process." Mr. Sha- 
mir was quoted as telling the daily 
Maariv.- 


Calm in Kabul as frail 
ceasefire takes hold 


KABUL (Agencies) — A com- 
mando-style militia on Saturday 
sent reinforcement to help the 
caretaker Islamic government en- 
force a ceasefire between pro- 
Iranian and Saudi-backed rebel 
groups after recent clashes 
heightened fears of a full-scale 
sectarian war. 

Hundreds of Uzbek fighters, 
belonging to a militia based in 
northern Afghanistan, landed at 
Kabul airport and fanned out to 
help rebels loyal to the new 
Afghan leadership stop the fight- 
ing that has left at least 100 people 
dead and hundreds more 
wounded. 

Tanks under the command of 
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood rumbled into embattled 
parts of Kabul on Friday and. 
Saturday in what .Appear^ to 
be the first resolute action by the 
. faction-ridden government to 
stamp out the fighting. 

As a result, the vicious fighting 
in the city centre and the Western 
suburbs ended as quickly as it had 
begun. 

Hezb-e-Wahadat, a loose coali- 
tion of eight small Iranian-backed 
parties, and the ultra-orthodox, 
Ittehad-e-Islami supported by 
Saudi Arabia agreed to a third 
ceasefire and released hundreds 
of prisoners seized during the 
fighting. Most were innocent civi- 
lians who, dazed by anger, told 
tales of beating and torture. 

Hezb-e-Wahadat represents 
Afghanistan's minority Shiites, 
known as Hazaras. Ittehad-e-Isia- 
mi is comprised of Pushtu-speak- 
ing Sunni Muslim, who domin- 
ated Afghanistan for nearly three 
centuries but fear their hold on 
power is being chipped away by 


other ethnic minorities. 

“The torture was intolerable. 
They hit us with the butt of their 
guns and chains, saying you have 
killed our brothers." said Nadir 
Ali, a 22-year-old Shiite and can- 
dymaker who was grabbed by 
Inehad-e-Islami fighters while 
walking to work on Tuesday. He 
said he was crammed into a small 
shipping container with about 50 
other prisoners and given no food 
or water. 

Each side accused the other of 
starting the fighting and of loot- 
ing homes, gouging out the eyes 
and beheading some prisoners. 
Each denied being responsible 
for atrocities against their cap- 
tives. 

On Saturday, for the first time 
in four days, the blasts of explod- 
ing rockets, mortars and tanks 
stopped. But the destruction left 
behind was enormous. 

Entire blocks of shops had 
been destroyed. The streets were 
littered with shattered glass, 
downed power lines and charred 
bricks. Dozens of homes had 
been burned. 

Akram Hamra, a senior com- 
mander in the militia that helped 
oust the former communist reg- 
ime and install a weak and in- 
effective Islamic government in 
fate April, accused the warring 
sides of frying to break up the 
country after 14 years of civil war. 

“We’re not going to allow them 
to divide Afghanistan; they may 
be divided among themselves but 
we will not allow them to do this 
to the country. We have enough 
arms and ammunition to fight for 
10 more years," Liutenant- 
General Hamra said. “We want 
peace." 
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Middle East News 


A year after airlift, Falashas frustrated 


ASHKELON (AP) — About 100 
Ethiopian Jews marched out of 
their dormitory — adults and 
toddlers, pregnant women and 
aged grandparents — intent of 
walking 53 kilometres to occu- 
pied Jerusalem to demand decent 
housing. 

Police stopped them. The 
Ethiopian's action this week 
underscored the problems the 
government faces in coping with 
more than 400.000 immigrants in 
the past three years. 

The effort to house and employ 
the influx of newcomers, the 
majority from the former Soviet 
Union, has strained Israel's eco- 
nomy. Immigrants are adding to 
unemployment as they struggle to 
find jobs. 

The Ethiopian newcomers are 
regarded as undemanding. But 
after a year or more living in 
crowded dormitories and hotels, 
their tempers are fraying. 

The attempted march and a 
hunger strike are the sharpest 
manifestations of their discontent. 
For Israelis, it was a sobering 
spectacle after the euphoria that 
greeted the Ethiopians' arrival a 


year ago in a dramatic airlift from 
war-ravaged Addis Ababa. 

On Wednesday, a group mar- 
ched out of the Marcoa Haoved 
immigrant centre in Ashkelon, 
bound for occupied Jerusalem, 
but was stopped by police before 
reaching the highway. 

The Ethiopians say the police 
pushed, shoved and beat them to 
disperse their march. Yisrael 
Mentaznot, 22, pointed to Nolali 
Biiai, 50. whose arm was in a 
sling. 

"Of all places, in Israel we are 
beaten,” Mr. Mentaznot said. 
“We are very angry." 

Police deny using force. They 
say the Ethiopians needed pro- 
tection from passing cars. 

Rachamim Elazar, head of the 
umbrella organisation of Ethio- 
pian Jewry, (Falashas), said 
Ethiopians characteristically “are 
not the kind of people who like to 
protest and demonstrate." 

“But when it is impossible, 
then we use the means ... to say 
that we have had enough and we 
just can't keep quiet any longer," 
he said. 

“They are learning very fast 


how to be Israel." 

About 23,000 Ethiopians have 
immigranted to Israel. About 
14,500 were airlifted here a year 
ago, and 6,000 apartments are 
needed to house them. 


Margoa Haoved. Sometimes 
families of eight share a small 
hotel room, sleeping on wall-to- 
wall beds with a small adjoining 
bathroom, no refrigerator and no 
stove. 


In addition to the $3 billion in 
annual military and civilian assist- 
ance Israel receives from the Un- 
ited States, it has requested S10 
billion in loan guarantees from 
the United States to help settle 
newcomers. However, the re- 
quest is entangled in U.S.-Israeli 
differences over Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 


The hunger-strike, by 480 
Ethiopians in the northern city of 
Acre, went on for four days until 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
promised the Ethiopian commun- 
ity 1300 homes by September 
and 3,000 by the end of 1992, said 
Mr. Elazar. 

But the doubts the Ethiopians 
will be satisfied. 

“Between the promise and the 
fact there is a very long distance," 
he said. 

About 250 Ethiopians are in 


Arieh Bar. director-general of 
the housing ministry, told Israel 
television that the problem is 
finding Ethiopians housing in 
areas where they can get proper 
assistance. 

Coming from a rural to an 
industrial society, they heed job 
training. Few Israelis speak their 
language, Amharic. 

Mr. Elazar blames the 
bureaucracy for letting them “fall 
between the cracks." 

The adults miss their mjera 
bread, a thin panrake eaten with 
a spicy stew. They barely tolerate 
the bland food served in the 
communal dining rooms. 

Only 20 families from Margoa 
Haoved have moved to apart- 
ments in the past year. 

“I will be happy if I have a 
home," said Yalfi Malara, 31, her 
two-year-old son Bagali in her 
arms. 


ALGIERS (R) — The situation 
in Algeria is so bad young people 
are seeking ways of going under- 
ground to join armed groups 
fighting security forces, opposi- 
tion leader Hodne Ait Ahmad 
says. 

“The situation has worsened ... 
confronted by massive and arbit- 
rary repression, young people are 
looking for ways to join the 
underground," he told the daily 
La Nation. 


New evidence casts doubts on Demjanjuk conviction 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Four years 
after John Demjanjuk was jailed 
as “Ivan the terrible," new evi- 
dence has the prosecutor admit- 
ting some doubts about the con- 
viction, and a U.S. court is reex- 
amining the retired autoworker’s 
extradition. 

Depositions describing “Ivan 
the terrible" as older and diffe- 
rent-looking from Demjanjuk has 
raised the suggestion of two 
Ivans: the infamous guard named 
Ivan Marchenko and Demjanjuk 
using the name as an alias. 

Prosecutor Michael Shaked 
outlined the two-Ivan theory 
Thursday during final arguments 
before the five-judge supreme 
court, where the 72-year-old De- 
mjanjuk is appealing his 1988 
conviction. He was sentenced to 
death. 

Shaked's presentation was the 
latest twist in a case that has 
drawn worldwide attention and 
led some Israelis to question the 
wisdom of putting Demjanjuk on 
trial. 


In Cincinnati, meanwhile, a 
federal appeals court on Friday 
began reexamining Demjanjuk’s 
1986 extradition, saying the war- 
rant may hve been “based on 
erroneous information." The 
court ordered the U.S. govern- 
ment to present any evidence by 
July 15 that Demjanjuk is not 
“Ivan the terrible." A hearing is 
scheduled Aug. 11. 

The basis of Demjanjuk’s con- 
viction was testimony by five sur- 
vivors of Poland’s Treblinka 
camp, where about 850,000 peo- 
ple were killed in 1942 and 1943. 

The survivors identified Dem- 
janjuk as the sadistic Ukrainian 
guard who sometimes slashed 
women’s breasts or shot those un- 
willing to move quickly towards 
gas chambers. 

But depositions by Treblinka 
guards said “Ivan the terrible” 
was named Ivan Marchenko. 
They also said Marchenko was 
nine years older than Demjanjuk, 
had dark hair and a scar on Jiis 
cheek.' Demjanjuk was blond and 


had no scar. 

The guards testified in Nazi 
trials in the Soviet Union after 
World War II and were executed. 
Israel won access to the files after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

On Thursday. Shaked acknow- 
ledged the depositions casued 
“an erosion of the previous sharp 
and unequivocal picture" of the 
case. 

But the most the depositions 
could raise “is doubt, never more 
than that," Shaked said. 

Defence attorney Yoram Shef- 
tcl said Friday bis client is “very 
optimistic." 

Summations are to resume 
Monday and conclude Tuesday. 
No date has been set for a ruling. 

Sheftel does not dispute Ivan’s 
existence but says bis dient had 
nothing to do with him. Demjan- 
juk says he was raptured by the 
Germans in May 1942 while serv- 
ing in the Soviet army and spent 
the time in question as a prisoner 
of war. 

Shaked discounted the Soviet 


depositions, saying the guards 
were interrogated in questionable 
circumstances and cannot be 
cross-examined. 


Shaked also said he has proved 
that Demjanjuk also served as a 
guard at the Sobibor and Flossen- 
burg camps — which would make 
him guilty of war crimes under 
Israeli law. 

“ft would have been much tet- 
ter had this case never been 
tried," wrote Ran Kislev in the 
daily Haaretz newspaper. “Who- 
ever thought to turn it into the 
new Ekhmann trial made a grave 
mistake.” 


Demjanjuk is the second per- 
son to be tried in Israel on Nazi 
war crimes. The fust was Adolf 
Etcfamann, who was convicted 
and hanpid fo 1962. 

Nazi hunter Efraim Zuroff said 
that while the trial had helped 
teach younger Israelis about the 
holocaust, an acquittal would 
probably make it much harder to 
prosecute alleged Nazis. ■ 


Morocco denies deal immin ent with Polisario 


RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
denied it is to strikes deal with 
guerrillas to settle the Western 
Sahara conflict without a- referen- 
dum .to decide, the ftituie,of the 
disputed former Spanish colony. 

In a statement carried by the 
pro-government daily Le Matin 
on Saturday, the Foreign Minis- 
try said a report that Algeria had 
brokered a deal between Polisar- 
io guerrillas and Morocco was 
“without any foundation." 

The Saudi Arabian daily A1 
Sharq A1 Awsat published in 
London reported from New York 
on Friday that under Algerian 
mediation an agreement was ex- 
pected soon between Morocco 


and Polisario guerrillas who have 
beeii 1 fighting for independence 
since 1976. 

Algeria was ' the Polisario’s 
main ^backer for 15- years. But 
diplomats say there are signs that 
under the leadership of Moham- 
mad Boudiaf, who spent 27 years 
in exile, much of it in Morocco, 
before becoming Algerian bead 
of state in January, Algeria may 
be ready for a compromise. 

“Algeria has so many problems 
at present it is probably more 
than anxious to get rid of this one 
as quickly as possible," a Western 
diplomat said. 

A1 Sharq A1 Awsat said in- 
direct negotiations under a Un- 


ited Nations umbrella would be 
held next week in Geneva, tq, 
continue next month in Algeria 
to solve the problem without hav- ' 
mg recourse to a referendum. ~ ' 

The Foreign Ministry said that 
according its information the re- 
port had no reliable basis. 

Under a United Nations peace 
plan, a self-determination re- 
ferendum is to be held in the 
disputed territory to enable the 
people to say whether they want 
independence, as demanded by 
the Polisario. or to be part of 
Morocco which controls most of 
the region. 

A ceasefire in die conflict was 


proclaimed by the U.N. last 
September but the referendum, 
originally scheduled for January, 
has been stalled by a dispute over 
who is eligible- to vote: 


U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali gave the belligerents 
until the end of May to reach an 
agreement on the issue but when 
they failed to do so he extended 
the deadline to the end of Au- 
gust. 

In his latest report to the Secur- 
ity Council, Dr. Ghali indicated 
that if there was no agreement on 
the electoral roll question the 
U.N. would have to seek another 
solution. 


Human rights group wants observers in Iraq 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Middle 
East Watch human rights group 
Friday urged the international 
community to demand, and the 
Iraqi government to accept, inde- 
pendent observers inside the 
oountry to help curb a legacy of 
abuses. 

In a 66-page report titled 
“Endless Torment,” Middle East 
expressed concern that allied 
forces might withdraw from 
southern Turkey later this month, 
exposing Kurdish civilians to the 
threat of a renewed military 
offensive by Iraq. 

It also noted that U.N. huma- 
nitarian presence in Iraq would 
end June 30 unless Iraq agrees to 
an extension, and urged Baghdad 
to renew the programme. 

The report, subtitled “The 
1991 uprising in Iraq and itS 
Aftermath." focused on rebel- 
lions by Shiite Muslims in south- 
ern Iraq and Kurds in the north 


following the Gulf war. 

It said the March 1991 rebel- 
lion was the most serious internal 
challenge faced by President Sad- 
dam Hussein in his 12 years of 
rule. 

"In crushing the revolt, gov- 
ernment forces committed artoci- 
ties on a massive scale, with 
human rights repercussions that 
continue to be felt throughout the 
country,” the' organisation said in 
a statement accompanying the 
detailed report. 

Middle East Watch said an 
extensive investigation, largely 
through interviews with Iraqi re- 
fugees who fled during the fight- 
ing, revealed that: 

— In efforts to retake cities, gov- 
ernment forces killed thousands 
of unarmed civilians; rounded up 
suspected insurgents in door-to- 
door searches, arresting them 
without charges or shooting them 
en masse; made women and chil- 


dren march before army tanks to 
avoid rebel fire; and used heli- 
copters to attack unarmed civi- 
lians fleeing the towns. 

— The fete of thousands of 
Kurds and Shiites who were 
seized during the suppression of 
the uprising remains unknown. 

— More than 100,000 Kurds 
and Shiites remain displaced in- 
side Iraq, and another 60,000 to 
70,000 are in refugee camps in 
Saudi Arabia or ban. 

— Thousands of Shiites who 
fled into the marshes of southern 
Iraq lack adequate food, medical 
care and risk Iraqi military opera- 
tions aimed at rebels who still 
inhabit the area. 

— The Shot® holy cities of 
Najaf and Karabala are under 
tight military control, and reli- 
gious activity is restriced. 

If found that the unrest unear- 
thed a longstanding and con- 
tinuing pattern of human rights 


abuses, including the jailing and 
torture of dissidents in secret 
prisons. 

The report noted that access 
inside Iraq is almost non-extent. 

“In view of the magnitude and 
continuing nature of the human 
rights abuses in Iraq, Middle East 
Watch believes that the stationing 
of human rights monitors inside 
Iraq is an essential, although not 
sufficient, step for safeguarding 
the rights of civilians," it said. 

It endorsed the recommenda- 
tion of the U.N. special rappor- 
teur on Iraq, Ambassador Max 
van der Stoel of the Netherlands, 
to send a team of monitors with 
guaranteed access to all parts of 
the country. 

And it called for an immediate 
solution to the impasse on a 
special o3 sale to buy food and 
medicine for Iraqis suffering from 
the U.N. embargo that followed 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 


Kuwait 

The Baghdad government has 
rejected toe Security Council’s 
offer allowing it to sell $1.6 b0- 
don worth of oil in the one-time 
sale. Iraq says that toe amount is 
not enough and that conditions 
imposed to monitor the sale and 
for U.N. distribution of the food 
supplies would infringe on its 
sovereignty. 

The human rights group said 
Iraq should also end an embargo 
of rood and fuel to the part of 


northern Iraq that is held by 
Kurdish rebels. 


Kurdish rebels. 

Middle East Watch said that 
atrocities were also committed by 
toe rebel forces against Baath 
Party officials, their families and 
Iraqi soldiers. 

It noted toe summary execu- 
tion of 60 soldiers by Kurdish 
Peshmerga guerrillas who were 
shot in the head in Solehnaniyeh 
in October. 
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Algerian 
party chief 
says youth 
going 

underground 


U.S. shrugs off Kuwaiti 
criticism after clarification 


League: 

Gaza 


“We are terrified by the pros- 
pect of seeing our society des- 
tabilised," said Mr. Ait Ahmad, 
leader of the Socialist Forces 
Front (FFS) and a hero of toe 
Algerian independence war. 

“It is because we* are on toe eve 
of the anniversary of national 
independence (July 5): The ceas- 
efire, the end of our nightmare is 
what we want." he added, referring 
to sporadic clashes between 
armed Muslim militants and 
security forces. 

He urged the army-backed rul- 
ing council, which took power 
when the National Liberation 
Front (FLN) government col- 
lapsed, to make a historic dec- 
laration on independence day in 
favour of national reconciliation. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, named 
head of state by the council, has 
called for a national rally of poli- 
tical parties to lead the country 
out of the crisis which arose when 
Islamic fundamentalists were set 
to win a parliament majority. 
a ' A nation-wide manhunt is on 
to catch dozens of armed Muslim 
militants still at large in various 
parts of toe country where more 
than 50 members of the security 
forces have been slain. 

In toe latest incident, state 
television reported on Wednes- 
day night that one soldier and a 
Muslim militant were slain, and 
four other persons including a 
soldier wounded near toe western 
town of Sidi Bel Abbes. 

The chief of the armed group 
was identified as Aissani Yahia, 
24, a member of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) which was 
set, to win parliamentary elections 
in January and was later banned 
■by court order. - 

A paramilitary police comman- 
der was reported as saying on 
Sunday that 80 armed fun- 
damentalists were still at large 
out of 224 wanted men hunted by 
security forces since violence 
broke out in March. 

The Defence Ministry would 
neither confirm nor deny a report 
in the weekly observateur pub- 
lished on Wednesday saying nine 
paratroopers had deserted with 
their weapons to probably join 
toe Muslim underground. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States Friday shrugged off a 
senior Kuwaiti official’s com- 
ments that minimised the U.S.' 
role in freeing his country from 
Iraq after being assured that the 
remarks do not represent those of 
the Kuwaiti government. 

State Department spokesman 
Joe Snyder said Washington 
sought clarification of the matter 
“at the highest level of the 
Kuwait government” and was 
told that toe remarks of Abdul 
Aziz Masaeed, speaker of 
Kuwait's National Council, “do 
not represent those of the govern- 
ment of Kuwait." 

U.S. newspapers reported an 
interview Masaeed gave the 
Saudi-owned weekly magazine AJ 
Majalla, published in London. 

In toe interview, Mr. Masaeed, 
who is known .for his pro- 
government views, accused U.S. 
Ambassador Edward Ghpehm of 
interferring in the emirate’s 
domestic affairs by “talking about 
democracy.” 

He' said Washington sought to 
protect its own interests rather 
than do “a favour" for Kuwait 
and argued that if it were not for 
Saudi Arabia and the six-member 
Gulf Cooperation Council, “we 
wouldn’t have been liberated." 


Israel breaks 
its ‘green 
commandments’ 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel, which 
put 10 “green commandments" 
to the Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro on Wednesday, is com- 
mitting its own sins against na- 
ture, a leading environmental 
activist said. 

Israel overpumps groundwater, 
overuses pesticides, dumps untre- 
ated sewage into streams and 
controls toxic vehicle and indust- 
rial emissions inadequately, said 
Josef Tamir, chairman of Life 
and Environment, the umbrella 
group for Israeli environmental 
organisations. 

“The government officials have 
no feelings or sentiments for toe 
environment," Mr. Tamir, 75. 
told Reuters. 

Israel’s 10 green command- 
ments. submitted to the Earth 
Summit by Uri Mari no v, director 
general ctf Israel’s environment 
ministry, prescribe respect for toe 
environment, conservation of re- 
■ sources and an end to pollution-' 
and waste. 


Mr. Tamir said Israel state- 
owned companies were the worst 
polluters and the government was 
too tax in enforcing laws. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir is also 
minister of the environment. 

“We have extensive legislation 
concerning the environment in 
Israel but we are not enforcing 
toe laws. There b a weakness in 
the government," Tamir said. 

For years Israel has over- 
pumped- toe aquifer toe coast, an 
important source of drinking wa- 
ter, contaminating about .10 per 
cent of toe country’s 800 wells, 
Mr. Tamir said. 

Intrusion by salt water is toe 
major problem but other con- 
taminants have also seeped into 
toe aquifer, posing a long-term 
threat. 

Israel, with a reputation for 
advanced agriculture, uses pesti- 
cides in larger quantities than 
other developed countries, Mr. 
Tamir said. In some cases, birds 
have died from eating heavily 
sprayed fruit. 

Drivers use almost exclusively 
leaded petrol, a major health 
hazard. Unleaded fuel is hard to 
find. 

And the sewage mfrastructure 
has not kept pace with housing 
development. Untreated sewage 
is dumped not only by villages, 
but also by cities. 

In toe port of Eilat, Israel's 
resort on the Red Sea, sewage is , 
sometimes dumped into toe wa- , 
ter, threatening toe coral that has I 
made the region a divers' para- I 
efise. I 
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Mr. Snyder told a news brief- 
ing: “I think we are satisfied with toe 
answer- we got from the government 
of Kuwait” 

“I think it’s also very dear that 
promotion of democracy is a fun- 
damental tenet of U.S. foreign 
policy throughout die world," he 
said. 

“As for the remarks on the 
contribution of the United States 
to the war. I think our position is 
quite dear and I think the world 
understands what our position 
was and our contribution to that 
effort was," Mr. Snyder added. 

The United States last year led 
an international coalition that de- 
ployed thousands of troops and 
went to war to force Iraq out of 
Kuwait. 


a big jail 


Asked if Washington had 
asked that Kuwait publicly re- 
pudiate Mr. Masaeed’s remarks. 
Mr. Snyder said: "I don’t know 
that that’s necessary. They’d 
made it dear to us that these do 
not represent toe views of the 
government of Kuwait, and I'm 
not expecting anything further.” 
“I think that the public state- 
ment of the government of 
Kuwait on gratitude and recogni- 
tion of the U.S. role is quite dear 
and it’s long-standing," he said. 


CAIRO (R) —The Arab Leagued 
has condemned Israel for dosing, 
the occupied Gaza Strip and said : 
toe Jewish state had turned it into 
“a huge prison." 

“Israeli occupation authorities; 
have (dosed the Gaza Strip cntire-. 
Jy and cot it off from the rest of 
the world, turning it into a huge - 
prison.’’ the 21-member league 
said in a statement. 

Israel indefinitely barred 
Gaza's 750,000 Palestinians from 
entering the Jewish state 10 days 
ago after two stabbings « 

The United Nations has begun 
distributing food aid to Gazans 
who are cut off from their jobs 

The league’s statement called 
Israeli actions against Palesti- 
nians under occupation “inhu- 
man" and urged a concerted in- 
ternational effort to protect 
them. 

"It (the league) stresses that 
toe . international community 
should take into its own hands the 
protection of the civilian popula- 
tion in toe occupied Arab lands 
by sending international forces to 
protect' them,” toe Cairo-based 
League added. 


Tunis excludes Islamists 
in liberation advance 


TUNIS (R) — President Zine Al 
Abidine Ben Ali said on Friday 
Tunisia would further free politic- 
al and economic life but would 
not ease its opposition to Muslim 
fundamentalists he said were a 
danger to democracy and human 
rights.* 

“The democratic experience 
we have acquired up to now in less 
than five years ... makes us confi- 
dent in going further in this irrev- 
ersible process, " Mr. Ben Ali 
said in an interview with Reuters. 

But he ruled out allowing fun- 
damentalist movements to enjoy 
toe political liberalisation which 
has already seen six opposition 
parties legalised. 

“The fundamentalists’ threat is 
genuine, and constitutes a danger 
for toe values of democracy and 
human rights," he said. 

The Nahdha fundamentalist 
movement was banned and most 
of its leaders were arrested last 
year after the government 
announced it had uncovered a 
fundamentalist plot to take power 
by violence. 

“We are determined to stop 
this subversive movement, aO the 


more so since it is now estab- 
lished that it is part of a fun- 
damentalists' internationaie 
which rages in the M us l* m 
World," Mr. Ben Ali said. 

Tunisia has accused Sudan of 
being toe centre of the move- 
ment. 

“By using demagogy and 
practidsing terrorism and vio- 
lence, by conspiring against the 
state and its institutions, by re- 
jecting the democratic means ... 
this movement’s followers have 
not only exdaded themselves from the 
national consensus ... they also 
betrayed the message of Islam 
they pretend to defend," Mr. 
Ben Ali said. 

Mr. Ben Ali said the “develop- 
ment of fanatic movements in the 
world, risks driving ns back 50 
years and even centuries ..." 

Tunisia's neighbour Algeria' 
earlier Hits year banned its fun-, 
damentalist party, the Islamic. 
' Salvation Front, which opposed, 
democracy but Came dose to win- 
'power in parliament. 

Mr. Ben Ali pledged that liber-, 
alisation of the economy would 
be pursued. 



FOR 


(JUW) 


Jordan University for Women (JUW) is offering a summer 
intensive course in: 


for non-Arabic speaking females. Classes begin on 
4/7/1992 and last for a period of 6 .weeks. The course 
includes: 

Arabic writing and sound systems 
Basic vocabulary - 

Basic grammatical structures (morphology and syntax) 
For further information, please contact: 

Ms Reem Abu Lughod 
Jordan University for Women 
P.O.Box 961343 
Amman - Jordan 
Fax: 715570 

Tel.: 715558 / 715481 / 715982-85 
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Palestinian pilgrims thank King, government 
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MECCA (Petra) — Palestinian 
pilgrims, now performing this 
year’s pilgrimage to Mecca. Satur- 
day voiced appreciation and gra- 
titude to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein for his initiative and gener- 
ous contribution to restore A1 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock. 

In a cable they sent to Kong 
Hussein, after a meeting with 


Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Sheikh Izzuckfin A1 Kha- 
tib A! Tamimi, the head of the 
Palestinian pilgrims team, Hns- 
sein Abu Alio, congratulated the 
King on Ed AJ Adha and voiced 
hope that Arabs and Muslims will 
unit their fold. He thanked the 
King for his directives to the 
government to provide the neces- 
sary facilities mid services to en- 
able them to perform the Haj 


smoothly. 

They also thanked the Jorda- 
nian government for the facilities 
it provided to them and praised 
the minister’s efforts to facilitate 
the smooth performance of the 
pilgrimage. Hussein Abu Alio 
thanked the Jordanian pilgrims 
and medical teams for the good 
services they have rendered to 
pilgrims from occupied Palestine. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince conveys condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince 
Mo h a mm a d , the personal representative of His 
Majesty §ing Hussein, Saturday delegated the 
director of bis office to offer condolences to A1 
Qataroeh family over the death of the wife of Haj 
Mtfleta Salem A1 Qataroeh. 

Minister receives ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif received in his office Satur- 
day Tunisian Ambassador to Jordan Mohammad 
Al Manji Al Habib on the occasion of the end of 
his tour of duty in the Kingdom. 

Education minister receives 
French official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Thouqan Ai Hrndawi received 
Saturday deputy chairman of the Cultural and 
Family Affairs Committee of the French National 
Assembly, Jean-Paul Fuchs. The meeting discus- 
sed ways of enhancing Franco-Joidanian rela- 
tions in educational fields. 

French delegation visits lib- 
rary 

AMMAN (Petra) — A French delegation spe- 
cialised in documentation and restoration of 
documents and manuscripts visited Saturday the 
University of Jordan library where it met with its 
director, Farouq Mansour. Mr. Mansour briefed 
the delegation on the library's various sections 
and its role in serving the local society. The 
delegation also visited the university’s Docu- 
mentation and Manuscripts Centre. 

Ministry to open 9 summer 
clubs 

NORTHERN JORDAN V ALLEY (Petra) — 
The Ministry of Education has decided to open 
nine summer clubs in the Northern Jordan Valley 
-District, of which four will be for male students. 
Director of the Education Department in the 
district, Suleiman Tawaba, said that a total of 961 
students will enroll in these summer camps which 
will be open for students as of July 4 and will 
close July 29. He said the activities of. these 
centres will .include reading, j^ligious and voca- 
tional education, flower arrangement and dress- 
making. Mr. Tawaha added that 88 teachers were 
appointed for these dubs. . 

Electricity, energy ministers to 
meet 

CAIRO (Petra) — Ministers of electricity and 
pnergy m Jordan, Egypt, Syria and Turkey wifl 
hold a meeting in Damascus in the beginning of 
October to discuss issues related to connecting 
national electric grids between Arab countries. 
Egyptian Electricity Minister Maher Abatba said 
that the meeting will discuss connecting the Arab 
grid with the European unified grid via Turkey in 
the East and via Italy in the West. The Damascus 
meeting will be attended by head of the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social Development 
Abdul Latrf Al Hamad and director of the 
Islamic Bank Ahmad Ali. Both of them will 
discuss the prospect of extending the needed 
finances for the project. 


West Bank students to take 

Tawjihi 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General Examinations 
Committee Saturday reiterated an earlier resolu- 
tion allowing Tawjihi students in the occupied 
West Bank to take the Tawjihi examination in 
the second semester’s subjects only and to 
average their grades according to their results in 
both the first and second semester examinations 
or to take the examination in the subjects of both 
semesters and to have their grades averaged 
according to their performance in the final 
examination. The committee, meeting under its 
chairman, Thouqan Al Hrndawi, allowed stu- 
dents who were not able to take the first semester 
examination due to emergency circumstances and 
to sit for the Tawjihi examinations in subjects of 
both and the first second semesters. 

Al Koura District to hold 
celebration 

DEIR ABEE SAEED (Petra) — Al Koura 
District will Sunday mark Jordan’s Independence 
Day and the Great Arab Revolt anniversaries. A 
major celebration will be held in the district with 
the participation of the Jordanian Armed Forces 
and public and official institutions. District Gov- 
ernor Aref Abu Karaki said several projects, 
which have cost JD 4 million, will be inaugurated 
on the occasion. He said as part of the celebra- 
tion Deputy Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Thouqan Al Hindawi will lay the found- 
ation stone for two secondary schools in the 
district He added that Health Minister Aref 
Bataineh will also lay the foundation stone for 
Deir Abee Saeed Hospital. 

Arab information to be dis- 
cussed 

CAIRO (Petra) — Arab information ministers 
will gather in Cairo June 12 for a discussion on 
issues related to Arab information for Space and 
Satellites. The ministerial meeting will be pro- 
ceeded by a meeting of the permanent Arab 
Information Committee. The committee will 
discuss a report on its conception of the Arab 
information systems in the coming stage. 

2nd phase of traffic campaign 
begins * 

DEIR ABEE SAEED (Petra) —“The second 
phase of a campaign launched by the Highway 
Patrol Department to spread awareness among 
the public on traffic rules started Saturday m 
Irtrid and Mafraq govern orates. Pamphlets were 
distributed in Deir Abee Saeed town by the 
department’s personnel. The first phase of the 
campaign included Amman, Zarqa and Balqa 
govern orates. The third phase, which will include 
South Jordan, will start June 20. 

Traffic accident figures re- 
leased 

AMMAN (Petra) — Six people were killed and 
158 others injured as a result of 328 car accidents 
which took place in the last week of May, 
according to Traffic Department source. The 
sources said that the number of accidents in this 
week dropped by one compared to the week 
before and the number of casualties also dropped 
by one. 
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His Majesty King Hussein, accompanied by Health Minister Aref 
Al Bataueh, Saturday inaugurates a newly-constructed hospital in 
Tafflefa (Petra photo) 

King inaugurates hospital 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday inaugu- 
rated the newly-constructed 
Prince Zeid Ibn Al Hussein HospiuJ 
building m the city of Tafileh in 
the southern part of the 
Kingdom. 

The three-floor hospital, which 
has a capacity of MX) beds ex- 
pandable to 200, is expected to 
house an emergency ward, out- 
patient clinics, modem laborator- 
ies, a physiotherapy unit as well 
as the more traditional surgery, 
internal medicine, pediatrics and 
gynaecology and delivery sec- 
tions. 

The JD 3 million hospital, con- 
structed over an area of nine 
dunums, also has additional faci- 
lities for treating heart patients 
and an intensive care unit. 

The King, who went on a tour 
of the building, gave his instruc- 
tion for stepping up 'efforts to 
install all the necessary facilities 
and equipment and employ the 
needed medical staff so that the 
hospital would begin rendering 
services to Tafileh citizens. 


The idea to construct a modern 
hospital in place of a smaller and 
less efficient one in Tafileh was 
conceived over a decade ago after 
the departed Queen Alia AI Hus- 
sein kxst her life while attempting 
to reach it in response to com- 
plaints about the quality of its 
services. 

The hospital will be under the 
management of the Royal Med& 
al Services. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Al Hussein and Prince Ali Ibn Al 
Hussein, Royal Court Chief Kha- 
Qd Al Karaki, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid, director 
of the Royal Medical Services 
and director of the hospitals De- 
partment at the Ministry oC 
Health, Mustafa Barmawi who 
said in a statement to Petra that 
the new hospital includes a sec- 
tion for electro-technical services, 
a nursing house, another hous- 
ing unit for hospital staff and a 
landing area for helicopters. 



Labour minister calls for 
more 1LO participation in 
unemployment problems 


GENEVA (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti Saturday called on the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) to play a bigger role in 
assisting Jordan to counter prob- 
lems of poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

Addressing the 79th session of 
the ILO conference. Mr. Kabariti 
said Jordan lies in the centre of an 
area suffering from dangers and 
challenges, yet it opted to counter 
such challenges with further 
democracy, freedom and respect 
for human rights. He noted that 
the National Charter of Jordan, 
which was endorsed by the nation 
late last year; enhanced the 
democratic march and served as a 
basis for the Jordanian approach 
to achieve a comprehensive de- 
velopment with social dimensions 
and human face. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that there 
would be no permanent peace or 
successful democracy without so- 
cial security and political stabil- 
ity. He voiced hope that the ILO, 
along with the international com- 
munity and international agen- 
cies. will stand up to address the 
issues of poverty and unemploy- 
ment and help to alleviate their 
effects. 

“We hope to see initiatives 
going beyond the symposia and 
recommendations" to touch the 
situation on the ground, said the 
minister. He called on the ILO to 
support and encourage social re- 
forms as a prerequisite for safe- 
guarding the democratic march, 
noting that democracy and social 
justice are inseparable. 

Mr. Kabariti thanked Japan, 
the European Community and 
the United States for their con- 
tributions to Jordan to help it 
recover from the economic and 


social suffering. 

He warned of the persistence 
of social and economic sufferings, 
saying that such suffering pro- 
vides the right atmosphere for the 
powers of fanaticism and extrem- 
ism to prosper and to become 
stronger, thus destroying the 
powers of moderation and toler- 
ance. 

He voiced hope that the ILO, 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank would 
forge doser cooperation to en- 
sure the objective balance be- 
tween Ihe reform programmes. 

“Such a balance is necessary to 
ensure harmony between the eco- 
nomic, political and social dimen- 
sions and to prevent them from 
becoming an obstacle to demo- 
cracy and to the shift to the 
market economy," Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

The minister said that Jordan 
has selected the democratic 
approach in which political plur- 
alism, the mainstay of democra- 
cy. has thrived and enhanced. 

He referred to the new Labour 
Law which was presented to the 
government for debate and 
approval. Commenting on the 
law, Mr. Kabariti said it gives 
independence to the labour un- 
ions and provides for social secur- 
ity to the personnel of such un- 
ions. 

He noted that the initiatives for 
combatting poverty and unem- 
ployment and improving condi- 
tions of work have been further 
enhanced through the establish- 
ment of funds such as the De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fund, the National Aid Fund, the 
establishment of cooperative 
organisations and societies* up- 
dating of legislations and setting 


up of projects. 

Mr. Kabariti, who heads the 
Jordanian delegation to the ILO 
meetings, said his delegation 
hopes that the ILO will take the 
lead to study the issues of Jorda- 
nian labourers returning home as 
a result of The Gulf crisis and to 
deal with them in accordance 
with the international laws and 
charters. 

"I am sure you realise the 
gravity and scale of the sufferings 
of the returnees and the tireless 
efforts my country is making to 
cope with this huge number of 
returnees and to render services 
to them," Mr. Kabariti said. He 
noted that the large number of 
people who returned to Jordan as 
a result of the Gulf crisis jeopar- 
dises the infrastructure of the 
country and consequently its ba- 
lanced development. 

Despite the high unemploy- 
ment rates in Jordan, it provides 
more than 200,000 job opportuni- 
ties to non-Jordanian workers 
from neighbouring Arab coun- 
tries. 

Concluding his speech. Mr. 
Kabariti called on the ILO to find 
the necessary mechanism to en- 
sure that all states adhere to the 
agreements and resolutions 
issued by the United Nations and 
the International Labour confer- 
ences. He said: “We are looking 
forward to a new world in which 
just peace, prosperity and de- 
velopment can thrive. This can- 
not be achieved as long as there is 
a gap between the concept of 
international justice and interna- 
tional legitimacy. So. until this 
gap is narrowed'and bridged, the 
international legitimacy will re- 
main contestable." Mr. Kabariti 
said. 


Jordan elected vice chairman of locust group 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan was 
elected both vice chairman of the 
Cairo-based Commission for the 
Control of Desert Locust m the 
Near East and a member of the 
commission's Executive Board. 

Jordan’s candidature was 
.appointed during a commission 
meeting which was held in Cairo 
last month. 

Representing Jordan in the 
five-day meetings of the commis- 
sion was Hani Haddadm from the 


Ministry of Agriculture. 

The commission undertook an 
evaluation of the state of desert 
locust in the countries of the 
region over the past two years 
and made a prediction for its state 
until the end of this year. The 
commission discussed arrange- 
ments and measures adopted to 
control locust last year, and 
found that no remarkable move- 
ment of the locust was observed 
during the first four months of 


this year. Predictions show that 
small numbers of desert lucust 
will move during the next few 
months to the West African 
coast. Sudan and the Indian- 
Pakistani desert where they win 
start laying their eggs. 

The commission agreed to 
move its headquarters from Jed- 
dah to Cairo and accepted Jor- 
dan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia. Ye- 
men and Qatar as new members 
on hs Executive Board. 


UAE RESUMES FLIGHTS — 

The United Arab Emirates air- 
line Friday resumed its flights 
to Amman which were stopped 
as a result of the Golf war. The 
first UAE plane arrived at 
Queen Afia International Air- 
port with 119 pass en ger s 
aboard. The plane was received 
by senior Royal Jordanian offi- 
cials. UAE will operate two 
flights to Amman on Fridays _ 
and Saturdays. 
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WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

"fr Exhibition of p aintings by 
five Malaysian artists at the 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, Jabal LuweibdeE 1 

* Exhib ition of paintings by 
AH Taleb and Rafe* Nasiri 
at Abdul Hamced Shoman 
Foundation GaHery -i- (10 
a.m. - 5 p.m.). 

* Plastic art exUbWon by 40 
Jordanian artists entitled 
“An Artist and a Painting” 
at Balados Art GaHery, 
Gardens Street. 

■fr. Exhibition of handicrafts, 
gifts, leather products, 
scents, food and sweets at 
the Amman Plaza HoCeL 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by 
Issam Tantawi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Ex- 
perimental Arts. 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture, in Arabic, on Al 
MnTtdUi Mamie Group 
by Sheikh Amin Diab at the 
Scientific and Cultural 
Centre of Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation — 6 
p.m, 

FILM 

☆ Feature fHm entitled “Rear 
Window” at the American 
Cadre — 7 pjs. ' 


Opening 


,,g 

Bring your family to enjoy our delicious 

breaded with a special blend imported 
for our franchiser's in the U.S.A. 
And do not miss our spicy french fries 
made especially for 

vuZPr 

Take - away available 



Bring this coupon to redeem our 
grand opening give away 
3 extra pieces with 21 piece meal 
2 extra pieces with 15 piece meal 



Jabal Hussein 
Flras Circle 
Tel: 660696 

Valid Until 17/6/1992 



Aramex nagbibigay ng ligtas 
mabilisat at murang serbisyo sa 
maynila. 

Sa amin mas makakamura. 

Ka kang marami kang ipadadala. 
Ta wa gan kami sa 

Telepono : 660508 
Office hours: 8:30- 1:30 
3:30-6:30 

Hana pin si : Bb. Tharwat Masri. 





ARAMEX 
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Amman: Te!:664590,Fax:606820, Tlx23129 ARAMEX, P. O. Box:337t Amman - Jordan. 
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Setting the tone 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's speech to the graduating 
dass of Mu’ta University Saturday was also an address to 
the nation that tackled real challenges which need additional 
reflection and closer scrutiny. The greatest challenge that 
found expression in the King's words was the call for the 
opening of bab al ijtihad in all pursuits and endeavours so 
that democracy in Jordan would acquire an added meaning 
and significance, wider scope and dimensions, ami the era of 
enlightenment may dawn upon ns. In retrospect, of all the 
shortcomings of the Arab and Islamic worlds, the continued 
inaccessibility to opportunities for wider and deeper inter- 
pretation of the ethos and standard of values of the Arab 
and Islamic peoples has been the single most pressing issue 
that awaited being recognised and tackled. “We insist on 
additional democracy and dialogue in oar universities,’' the 
King told his student audience; he probably also meant 
deeper and more thorough dialogue among all the people of 
Jordan and the springing up of even deeper roots for the 
country’s democracy. Nothing short of a new Jordan, based 
on fresh and enlightened bases, is the calling ofthe Monarch 
to his people. And as schools and universities are the very 
institutions that have the capacity and potential to form a 
new Jordanian mentality and perspective, there was no 
better place to put the challenges for greater and deeper 
intellectual and moral change in the Kingdom than at an 
institution of higher learning. 

With his words, the King has set the tone for the 
challenges of the new era that, hopefully, the countr y wiD 
continue to usher in with perseverance and determination. 
It is now the duty of the people to pick op where the King 
has left off by t ranslating this perception of a new horizon 
into deeds. There is no better way to ««♦»"» this objective 
than to institutionalise the machinery for turning these new 
aspirations and goals into de facto achievements. It is one 
thing to wish for deeper and more profaned democratisation 
in the country and quite another to prescribe the modalities 
for attaining such a cherished goal. And this is where the 
greatest challenge Hes. Both the executive ami legislative 
branches of government must therefore rise up to the new 
c h al l e ng es by drawing the blueprint for their attainment 
and implementation. This calls for action based on thorough 
preparedness and aforethought. This is not to belittle the 
role of the judiciary, which has the primary role to 
reinterpret the country’s laws in the most enlightened 
manner that is commensurate with the needs and aspira- 
tions of the new Jordan that the King was talking about. 
Again, there is no better start for this new reinterpretation 
process than to look afresh at the various international 
treaties that the Kingdom had ratified hot continues to 
ignore. To put the ideas of His Majesty into deeds requires 
fresh and enlightened minds beginning with the executive 
branch and ending with the judiciary. Otherwise, the King’s 
words will remain pious utterances that may never see the 
light of day. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily dwelt Saturday on the Middle East situation 
noting that after one quarter of a century of occupation, Israel is 
still escalating its aggression, in different forms, against the Arabs 
while the Arab Nation continues to. busy itself with differences 
and divisions. The paper said that the Arabs should put aside their 
differences and should take steps towards solidarity in the face of 
the common threat and continued Israeli occupation. Jordan has 
been calling for such solidarity and it is now hosting a meeting of 
the four foreign ministers of the countries directly in confronta- 
tion with Israel to arrive at a formula to deal with the situation in 
the region, the paper said. It should be stressed in this respect that 
without an Arab force and without coordination among the Arab 
states, at all levels, nothing positive can be achieved, the paper 
said. It must be emphasised again that a United Arab front and 
collective action on the part of the four Arab countries provide 
guarantees for a successful joint endeavour in the course of 
achieving Arab objectives, the paper added. The elapse of 25 
years of occupation should prompt the Arab countries to take 
sto of the past events and re-examine their positions with a view 
to addressing the unfavourable situation and to help give impetus 
to further efforts in the right direction, the paper demanded. It 
said that the Arabs should mark the occasion with additional 
determination to work together and deal firmly with issues of 
common concern. 

AT THE Arab countries taking part in the Middle East peace 
process have now realised that the Shamir government is 
determined to abort any formula for a just peace with the Arabs, 
they are in a better position to determine whether they should go 
ahead with plans to meet with the Israelis under the prevailing 
conditions, said Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily Saturday. There is no 
doubt that the foreign ministers meeting here Saturday will 
discuss Israel's growing atrocities against tire Palestinians in the 
occupied Arab lands as well as Israel's continued aggression on 
Lebanon as a means to dissuade the Arabs from the negotiations, 
said the paper. It said that the ministers’ meeting is of great 
significance as it comes just before the Israeli elections and at a 
time when the Arab states are faring an escalation of Israel's 
onslaught. The paper said that the ministers have a very sensitive 
task as Israel continues its repressive actions and its rejection of 
the U.N. Security Council resolutions and the international 
legitimacy. But these ministers now have an opportunity to 
crystallise their countries' joint stand vis-a-vis the peace process 
and with regard to the fast moving developments in the region, 
the paper said. The paper demanded that the four countries 
formally request a Security Council meeting to discuss Israel's 
current atrocities and its failure to comply with the requirements 
of international legitimacy. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fated AlFanek 


Bank credit is available to qualified borrowers 


According to the new definition of banks’ direct credit facilities to 
indude banks’ portfolios of shares in companies, the net increase 
in credit facilities extended to the private sector during the first 
quarter of 1992 amounted to JD171 million or 85 per cent of the 
projected growth for the whole year, or three times the amount 
envisaged by the economic adjustment programme for the first 
quarter oF the year which is JD50 million only. 

Yet Jordan was found to be still within the guidelines of the 
programme, and did not breach any of its conditions. The reason 
is that the amount of credit allotted to the treasury i.e., JD50 
million, was not utilised. On the contrary, the treasury repaid 
some JD1Q0 million of its old loans to the banks which reduced 
the overall banks' direct credit facilities to become within the 
allowed limitations. 

The success of the Ministry of Finance in achieving a financial 
surplus in its dealing with the local banking system during the first 
quarter of this year helped in saving the situation, and removing 
the discrepancy. However, there is no guarantee that the 


government will achieve another surplus in the remainder of the 
year, which renders it imperative to enforce the restrictions 
imposed by the Central Bank of Jordan as reflected in the strict 
orders issued to the banks and financial corporations. 

The credit facilities extended by the banks to the public sertor 
entities, as distinct from the treasury proper, rose during the fust 
quarter of this year by JD5.1 million; but this rise occured 
simultaneously with a reduction of approximately the same' 
amount in the oustanding credit utilised by die specialised credit 
institution. The credit facilities used by the financial corporations 
remained constant. Thus, the overall picture of banks credit 
facilities In the first quarter of 1992 remained within the 
framework of the economic adjustment programme. 

The economic adjustment programme included projections for 
the private sector’s quota of banks credit on quarterly basis, but 
these projections were presented as desired targets not as 
conditions. The conditions were confined to the ceiling of credit 
to be extended to the government and public sector on the one 


hand, and to the ceiling of the overall net domestic assets of the 
commercial banking system, including the Housing Bank, on the 
other hand. In other words, the continued prudent policy of the 
treasury, and its doing without reverting to banks credit, or its 
repayment of part of the previous o ut standi ng debt to banks 
would allow the private sector to obtain more credit -facilities 
without breaching any condition or committing any discrepancy in 
the implementation of the programme. 

As things stand now, the ceilings imposed on bank credit 
facilities, which were imposed by die central bank of Jordan in 
compliance with the programme, will not jeopardise the legiti- 
mate needs of the private sector to credit. Perhaps it will not be 
utilised in full. The real problem is that certain banks overex- 
tended themselves beyond their capacity, which prompted- the 
central bank to act, warn those banks, and require them to correct 
their situation according to an agreed time table. 

Under the current strict restrictions of the central bank, credit 
will continue to be reasonably available to qualified borrowers 
and investors. 


U.S. does not View Islam as confronting 
le West or threatening world peace, official says 

Djerejian: Shared fundamental values — and not religion — 
ultimately determine the quality of international relationship 


Collective engagement is replacing cold war competition, with 
" profound effect in the Middle East says Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern and South Asian affairs, Edward Djerejian. 
Acknowledging that the role of religion has become more important 
in the Middle East. Mr. Djerejian stressed that the United States 
“ does not view Islam as the next ‘ism' confronting the West or 
threatening world peace. ” Shared fundamental values — and not 
religion — ultimately determine the quality of international rela- 
tionships, he said. Meanwhile, basic U.S. foreign policy goals in the 
region remain the same . Mr. Djerejian added in an address to the 
Meridian International Centre in Washington on June 2. 

Following is the text of Mr. Djerejian 's speech as prepared for 
delivery: 


For over four decades the cen- 
tral characteristic of international 
relations was the dichotomy be- 
tween tiie Soviet empire of dic- 
tatorial regimes and centrally 
planned economies, and the free 
world of democratic governments 
and market economies. Thus, the 
cold war reverberated around the 
globe, affecting virtually every- 
one, everywhere. Much of Amer- 
ica’s foreign policy, and that of 
many other free nations, was 
either driven by, or a derivative 
of, our collective efforts to con- 
tain Soviet aggression and expan- 
sion. 

Today, East/West competition 
and conflict over the future of 
Europe and the Third World has 
been transformed. In the former 
Soviet Union, new leaders are 
striving for peaceful, democratic 
change as the only effective road 
to sustainable economic and so- 
cial progress, partnership has re- 
placed conflict. A new mode of 
international cooperation, which 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has called “collective engage- 
ment,” is replacing the acrimo- 
nious competition of the cold 
war. 

This sea change in world poli- 
tics has bad a profound effect in 
the Near East: 

— An early example of the new 
“collective engagement” was the 
response to Saddam Hussein’s 
invasion of Kuwait. An historical- 
ly unprecedented coalition re- 
sponded forcefully and success- 
fully in reversing that aggression 
and in preventing Iraq from thre- 
atening or coercing its neigh- 
bours. 

— In partnership with Russia, 
we have been able to bring Israel 
and all her immediate Arab 
neighbours — Syria. Lebanon. 
Jordan and Palestinians — 
together, for the first time ever in 
an historic peace process, to 
negotiate a comprehensive settle- 
ment of their long-standing dis- 
putes in direct, face-to-face nego- 
tiations based on U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 338. 

— Further, the United Nations 
has taken an increasingly active 
and positive role in enforcing the 
principles of its charter. Just this 
weekend, we have seen the U.N. 
Security Council enact Chapter 
Seven sanctions against Serbia 
and Montenegro following — in 
Secretary Baker’s words — the 
“bumanitariao nightmare” in. 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, where r 
many people, including Muslims, 
have been brutally victimised by 
the continued warfare, And be- 
sides its many resolutions on 
Iraq, the Security Council has 
shown it will not tolerate Libya's 
use of terrorism. In the Near East 
and Maghreb, the United Na- 
tion's activities extend from the 
Iraq and the Iraq/Kuwait bordr to 
the Western Sahara. 

— And within the ancient lands 
of the Near East, the rapid and 
tiie fundamental change evident 
elsewhere is also pressing people 
to see their own futures in a new 
light, and to reevaluate their rela- 
tionships with other nations, with 
their neighbours and with each 
other in a particularly challenging 
'manner. 

U.S. goals in the Near East 

■■ Amidst these changes, basic. 
United States foreign ’ policy 


objectives remain consistent and 
dear. Tow major goals stand out: 
First, we seek a just, lasting and 
comprehensive peace between 
Israel and all her neighbours, 
including the Palestinians; and 
second, we seek viable security 
arrangements which will assure 
stability and unimpeded commer- 
cial access to the vast oil reserves 
of the Arabian Peninsula and 
Gulf. 

These are not new goals, of 
course. We have striven toward 
both .for decades. What is new is 
the opportunity afforded us by 
recent global and regional events 
to make real progress toward 
achieving them. 

Arab/Israeti peace process 

The first of these goals — the 
search for peace between Arabs 
and Israelis — has challenged 
every U.S. administration in the 
last four decades. In the Middle 
East, where war has at times 
seemed endemic, the road to 
achieving lasting peace through . 
negotiation now stretches before 
us. And the first historic steps 
forward have been taken. 

We knew last autumn, before 
the first negotiations began in 
Madrid, that the path we had 
embarked on would not be an 
easy one. 

Fundamental and bitterly con- 
tested differences separate the 
parties to the conflict. Neverthe- 
less, there have now been five 
rounds of direct, bilateral talks 
between Israelis and Arabs, and a 
sixth round is being planned for a 
venue closer to the region — 
namely, Rome. In addition, we 
have worked dosely with our 
Russian partners in this endeavor 
to launch the multilateral phase 
of the peace process. Let me 
comment briefly on where we 
stand in this process. 

In the bilateral negotiations, 
the parties have resolved many 
procedural questions and have 
begun to put substantive issues on 
the table. Israel and the Arabs, 
induding the Palestinians, are all 
engaging on the basic issues of 
land, peace and security which 
form the nexus of these negotia- 
tions. 

— Israel and the Palestinian 
are focussing directly on the cen- 
tral issue of interim self-govern- 
ment arrangements for the occu- 
pied territories as a first, tran- 
sitional step along the path to a 
permanent settlement of their 
dispute, which will be resolved in 
final status negotiations. 

— While major gaps remain 
between the respective positions 
of the parties, the bilaterals be- 
tween Israel and Syria, Lebanon 
and Jordan have begun down the 
path of serious negotiations 
aimed at defining possible areas 
of agreement and at nanowing 
differences, through comprom- 
ise, where disagreement persists. 

- This is the essence of the art of 
negotiation, and it is the essence 
of the negotiating process upon 
which the parties first embarked, 
seven months ago in Madrid. 

Another major accomplish- 
ment has been the beginning of 
the multilateral phase of the 
peace process. As a result of 
closely coordinated planning by 
the United States and Riissa, 36_ 
..countries, -including - !! "Arab 
states, gathered in -Moscow in 


• January to organise working 
groups on issues of regional con- 
cern, such as Economic Develop- 
ment, the Environment, Re- 
fugees, Water Resources, and 
Arms Control and Regional 
Security. In mid-May, these 
.working groups held their initial 
meetings in various capitals 
around the world. Follow-on 
meetings will convene later this 
,‘year. 

I just returned from Lisbon, 
where the multilateral steering 
committee met on May 27 to 
coordinate the work of these 
working groups. I can report that 
we had a successful and produc- 
tive meeting. The reports from 
the five working groups demons- 
trated again that all parties are 
approaching the issues seriously 
and pragmatically, and we 
achieved agreement on the 
venues and timeframe for the 
next round of working group 
meetings to be held in the fall. 
These multilateral talks support, 
rather then substitute for, the 
~ bilateral negotiations, and we 
hope that those bilateral parties 
who have so far refrained from 
participating wDl join all these 
important talks as soon as 
possible. 

“Two major (U.S.) 
goals stand oat (in 
the Near East): 
First, we seek a 
just, lasting and 
comprehensive 
peace between 
Israel and all her 
neighbours, in- 
cluding the Palesti- 
nians; and second, 
we seek viable 
security arrange- 
ments which will 
assure stability and 
unimpeded com- 
mercial access to 
the vast oil re- 
serves of the Ara- 
bian Peninsula and 
Gulf.* 

President Bush and Secretary 
Baker have committed the Un- 
ited States to play the rode of an 
honest broker, a catalyst and a 
driving force to assure the con- 
tinued progress of the peace pro- 
cess in all Hs dimensions. We look 
forward with real hope to the 
continued dedication and com- 
mitment to peace evinced thus far 
by the regional parties and the 
international community. 

Gulf security and stability 

A second major aspect of our 
Middle East policy is our shared 
interest in the security and stabil- 
ity of the Golf. We all know that 
the countries of the Arabian 
Peninsula are located in a danger- 
ous neighbourhood, and confront 
risks to their sovereignty and 
independence. Stability in the 
Gujf is vital, not only to our own 
national interest but also to the 
economic security of the whole 
world. 

Arabian Peninsula 

In February, I visited tiie coun- 
tries which are members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCQ. In ail my conversations 
with their leaders and govero- 
ment officials , J st maH 
for individual self-defence, and 
for collective defence planning 


and arrangements among the six 
GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Bahrain, Qatar, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Oman — 
with the goal of. strengthening 
their ability to defend themselves 
against external aggression. I also 
encouraged security cooperation 
between the Gulf states and their 
friends tn the region. Much work 
needs to be done in attaining this 
goal. 

At the same time, I assured tiie 
• GCC leaders that the United 
States will cooperate closely with 
them to meet their legitimate 
defence needs. This includes both 
the sales of weapons within the 
context of the president’s Middle 
East Arms Control Initiative, and 
bilateral security arrangements 
such as the periodic conduct of 
joint military exercises, the 
maintenance of an enhanced 
navel presence in the Gulf, and 
arrangements for the access and 
prepositioning of critical military 
materiel and equipment. I • 
emphasised that these bilateral 
efforts would complement, but 
, w not supersede, the Gulf states' 
collective' security efforts. I 
reiterated that we do not intend 
to station ground troops per- 
manently anywhere In the region. 
The purposes of both arms sales 
and collective security measures 
are to deter threats to our shared 
interests, and to raise the 
threshold of future requirements 
for direct U.S. military action. 


The most drastic threat to the 
security of the Gulf, and indeed 
of the whole region, has been 
Saddam Hussein's aggression 
against his neighbours and 
against the people of Iraq. Here, 
the collective engagement of the 
international community and our 
coalition partners has been note- 
worthy in carrying out UNSC 
resolutions. Saddam Hussein 
continues to refuse to comply 
fully with these resolutions, 
which were passed by the Secur- 
ity Council to ensure peace and 
security in the region. 

Using “cheat and retreat” tac- 
tics, be has resisted dismantling 
his w apons of mass destruction, 
indue ng ballistic missiles and the 
meant to produce them, as man- 
dated by Resolution 687. He re- 
fuses to end his repression of the 
Iraqi people or to respect then- 
human rights as mandated by 
Resolution 688, and he is inten- 
tionally and systematically de- 
priving large populations in the 
north and south of Iraq of the 
basic necessities of life for the 
sake of hanging on to his own 
personal power. Clearly, he 

“Americans recog- 
nise Islam as one of 
the world’s great 
faiths. The legacy 
of the Muslim cul- 
ture which reached 
the Iberian Penin- 
sula in the eighth 
century Is a rich 
one in sciences, 
arts and culture, 
and in toierence of 
Judaism and 
Christianity.’ 9 

hopes to frustrate and outlast the 
‘will of the Security Council. We 
mil enforce the Q.N. sanctions 
fully. Saddam Hussein's regime 
has become more brittle and he is 
preoccupied by his quest for sur- 
. viva!. Clearly, tiie Iraqi people 
deserve new leadership which will' 
be representative of tiie pluralis- 


tic nature of Iraqi society and 
ready to live at peace with Iraq's 
neighbours. 


Across the Gnlf from our 
friends and allies lies the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, an important 
country that can contribute to 
regional security if it chooses a 
constructive path. Iran knows 
what it has to do to be accepted 
by the international community. 
Many hope that the recent Majlis 
election will lead to moderate 
policies. We share this hope, but 
actions must be the litmus test. 

From our view, the normalisa- 
tion of relations -with Iran de- 
pends on several factors, particu- 
larly an end to support for terror- 
ism. Iran's role in the freeing of 
American hostages held in Leba- 
non was an important step. We 
hope this will lead to the release 
of all those being held outside the 
judicial process, regardless of- 
nationality, and that this signals 
tiie permanent cessation of hos- 
tage-taking. 

However, Iran's role in spon- 
soring terrorism continues in 
other ways that are deeply dis- 
turbing. ban’s human rights prac- 
' tices, and its apparent pursuit of a 
destabilising arms build-up, in- 
cluding everything from sub- 
marines to weapons of mass des- 
truction, also remain matters of 
serious concern. Further, Iran’s 
policies towards its neighbours in 
the Gulf, where we have vital 
. interests, and in Central Asia 
need to be watched closely. 
Another serious problem is Iran’s 
categoric opposition to the Arab/ 
Israeli peace process, and its sup- 
port tor those, like Hizbollafa in 
Lebanon, who violently oppose 
it. 

We have made clear from the 


outset, that we are prepared to 
engage in a dialogue with autho- 
rised representatives of the Ira- 
nian government to discuss these 
issues and U.SJIranian relations. 

To date, the Iranian leadership 
has declined to engage us in this 
dialogue. 

Reviewing the main thrusts of 
our policy in the Middle East 
reminds us that, even in the 
1990's, our national security in- 
terests in the region continue to 
exert a powerful claim on our 
attention. But there is more to 
our policy agenda than protection 
of vital resources and conflict _ 
resolution. Another pillar of U.S. ** 
policy is our support for human 
rights, pluralism, women’s and 
minority rights and popular parti- 
cipation in government, and our 
rejection of extennism, oppres- 
sion and terrorism. These worl- 
dwide issues constitute an essen- 
tial part of the foundation for 
America's engagement with the 
countries of the Near East — 
from the Maghreb to Iran and 
beyond. 

, Tn this context, there are cer- 
tain factors which we should 
underscore in discussing U.S. re- 
lations with these countries: 

— The first is diversity. Not 
only is tins area diverse within 
itself, so are our relations with 
the countries that make it up. 
This diversity requires not only 
that a dear sense of our own 
values and interests guide our 
policy, but also that understand- 
ing and tolerance be key factors 
in our dealings with other politic- 
al cultures. 

— The second point is interac- 
tion. U.S. relations with this part 
of the world are just the latest 
chapter in a history of interaction 
between the West and the Middle 

(Continued on page 5) 


LETTERS . 

‘Undemocratic’ 

criticism 

To the Editor: 

In her column entitled “Ruling and overruling,” (Jordan Times 
May 30, 1992) Randa Habib attacks a “bearded deputy” for 
wanting to use democracy as a means to reach power and 
implement Islamic Sharia. One should stop for a moment to ask: 
Doesn't democracy give everyone the right to express Ms or her 
own belief and seek to attain power through democratic means? 

The “bearded deputy” must have exercised that right when he 
said that “democracy was just a means to attain power.” Besides 
the deputy in question, whose lecture I had attended ..had never 
said that Islamists, when they attain power, would punish those 
who did not believe in their faith. On the contrary, he repeatedly 
said that Islam welcomes and respects other points of view except 
^tbeism because of its failure. 

Implementation of the Islamic law is surety the ultimate target 
of any loyal Muslim. However, this does not mean of the 
other parlies' existence and their rights. 

The very same “bearded deputy” had always maintained that 
Muslims welcome an open debate at the Roman Theatre or 
anywhere else to give everyone the chance to show his “goods” in 
front of the public. This invitation shows that Islam is not as 
others describe itorastheywishittobe. Tbefactisthat Islam 
does have an answer to every question one may raise. So, I think 
J toqM be more democratic if Ms. Habib met well-educated 
Mushms to exchange views with them rather than mock their 
intentions. 

ReaAmg power in Islam does not mean the ii mwAip fort 

Crtm50S - *** “adeTSehS 

because Islam does not me compulsion and force to chance the - 
wwof people, but it uses logical reasoning and : 

■ Imad AwadaBa Hmwfa, 
Faculty of Arts, 
University of Jordan. 
Aanma, ; 

publication, however, should cootaiifti, 
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‘Americans recognise Islam as a civ ilising force* 
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(Continued from page 4) 

East that is thousands of years 
old. Our interaction spans politic- 
al, economic, social, cultural and 
military fields. We should not 
ignore this totality. 

— The third point is common 
aspirations. Despite obvious dif- 
ferences, we and the peoples of 
the Near East share* important 
aspirations, which I will touch on 
later. These common aspirations 

r ode a promising foundation 
future cooperation. 

Islam and the West 

Politics in the region has in- 
creasingly focussed on the issues 
of change, openness, and econo- 
mic and social inequities. As part 
of a trend that predates the 
events I have recounted, the role 
of religion has become more 
manifest and much attention is 
being paid to a phenomenon 
variously labeled Political Islam, 
the Islamic Revival or Islamic 
Fundamentalism. 

Uncertainty regarding this re- 
newed Islamic emphasis abounds. 
Some say that it is causing a 
widening gap between Western 
values and those of the Muslim 
World. It is important to assess 
this phenomenon carefully, so 
that we do not fall victim to 
misplaced fears or faulty percep- 
tions. 

A cover of a recent issue of 
“The Economist,” magazine 
headlined its main story “Living 
With Islam” and portrayed a man 
in traditional dress, standing in 
front of a mosque, and holding a 
gun. Inside the magazine, we are 
toldc that “Islam Resumes its 
March I” and that “one anti- 
Western ‘ism' is growing stron- 


ger.” If there is one thought T can 
leave with you tonight, it is that 
the United States government 
does not view Islam as the next 
“ism" confronting the West or 
threatening world peace. That is 
an overly simplistic response to a 
complex reality. 

The cojd war is not being re- 
placed with a new competition 
between Islam and the West. It is 
evident that the crusades have 
been over for a long time. In- 
deed, the ecumenical movement 
is the contemporary trend. Amer- 
icans recognise Islam as one of 
the world’s great faiths; 'it is 
practiced on every continent; it 
counts among its adherents mil- 
lions of citizens of the United 
States. As westerners, we ack- 
nowledge Islam as an historic 
civilising force among the many 
that have influenced and enriched 
onr culture. The legacy of the 
Muslim culture which reached the 
Iberian Peninsula in the eighth 
centnry is a rich one in the Scien- 
ces, Arts and Culture, and in 
tolerance of Judaism and Christ- 
ianity. Islam acknowledges the 
major figures of the Judeo- 
Christian heritage: Abraham, 
Moses and Christ. 

* In countries throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
we thus see groups or movements 
seeking to reform their societies 
in keeping with Islamic ideals. 
There is considerable diversity in 
bow these ideals are expressed. 
We detect no monolithic or coor- 
dinated international effort be- 
hind these movements. What we 
do see are believers living in 
different countries placing re- 
newed emphasis on Islamic prin- 
ciples. and governments accom- 
modating Islamist political activ- 
ity to varying degrees and in 


King outlines vision of Jordan 
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to rise, the enemies, aided by 
■' many among ns, strike and abort 

• our endeavours,” the King said. 
- Addressing the graduation 
'ceremony, Muta University Pres- 
ident Mohammad Adrian A1 
BakUt thanked King Hussein for 

'-his patronage of the graduation 
'ceremony ami reviewed the uni- 
■"veishy’s plans and future aspira- 
turns. 

He said the university's aspfra- 
‘ tions were huge and its virion for 
die future was dear. 

■ He stressed the university’s 
’■keen interest in pursuing the 
"'broad vision of Jordan, particu- 
larly in the areas of health, water, 
- '“and mining and in preparing the 
vritizen to assume a foU role in the 
•''comprehensive development pro- 

• .'cess of the country. 

The university plans to set up a 

■ musing faculty in cooperation 
•■'with the Royal Medical Services 

■ and the Public Security and the 
*■- various other government depart- 
“~ments concerned, he said. 

He noted that the presence of 
■the three major industries in the 
'-south rekindless hopes for setting 
■‘up a specialised hospital to help 
-“ease the burden on the medical 
’ ■institution and the University of 
Jordan hospital. He said the urn- 
_ versify plans to establish a faculty 
of agriculture to integrate the 
specialisations in other universi- 
ties rather than replicating them. 

The proposed faculty will have 
-to address such issues as redama- 
tion of dry land, rangeland, lives- 
tock breeding and agricultural 
extension. 

The university also plans to 
introduce, for the first time in 
Jordan, specialisations in geology 
and minerals, Dr. Bakhit said. 

He also said that the university 
cannot isolate itself from the 
neighoburing areas, nor can it 
relinquish its speial and economic 
responsibilities towards residents 
of the area. 

The university, in cooperation 
with a number of ministries and 
major industries, has drawn up a 
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practical concept for im- 
plementing a soda! and economic 
package in implementation of IBs 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan's directives. Dr. Bakhit 
said. 

Dr. Bakhit said the university 
was ready to participate in draw- 
ing up a plan for setting up light 
industries in tire region similar to 
other regions in the Kingdom. He 
added that the university had 
plans to establish a quality con- 
trol laboratory to examine water 
and to establish a medical labora- 
tory. 

He refereed to the special care 
and attention the university gives 
to its students, saying that the 
university encourages construc- 
tive dialogue and respect of opin- 
ion. 

“We are here not to confiscate 
ideas, but to foster and feed them 
within the framework of loyalty 
to the homeland, the nation and 
the principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt, Dr. Bakhit said. 

He underlined the importance 
of assessing the university's ex- 
perience over the past 10 years 
and sought the King's permission 
to form committees grouping in- 
tellectuals and experts from in- 
side and outride the university to 
assess the university's experience. 
“Drawing from the feedback re- 
ceived by such committees, we 
will reconsider the university’s 
plans," he said. 

The armed forces mufti also 
addressed the celebration, saying 
that the new graduates would 
support their colleagues in the 
armed forces. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
King Hussein presented awards 
to the excelling students. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein, Prince 
AH Ben A1 Hussein, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, Royal 
Court Chief Khaled A1 Karaki, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid and senior civil anti 
military officials. 


Mubarak says Israel not serious 
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Minister Amr Musa told about 
200 Arab diplomats, journalists 
and representatives of the Palesti- 
nian community in Egypt. 

“Peace on earth will come the 
day it comes to the city of peace 
(Jerusalem),” he added. 

In Nicosia, Cyprus, the Arab 
diplomatic corps protested Satur- 

. day over plans to stage an Israeli 

(It is) an anniversary of deep government art exhibit because it 
otions,” Egyptian Foreign features Arab Jerusalem. 


evidence that Israel is deliberate- 
ly creating conditions that ob- 
struct the present peace process.” 
The Arab League marked the 
'25th anniversary of the 1967 war 
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actors. 
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different ways. 

Political participation 

For our part as Americans, we 
are proud of the principles on 
which our country is founded. 
They have withstood many severe 
challenges over more than two 
centuries. We know they work. 
We therefore are committed to 
encouraging greater openness 
and responsiveness of political 
systems throughout the World. 

I am not talking here about 
trying to impose an American 
model on others. Each country 
must work out, in accordance 
with its own traditions, history 
and particular circumstances, 
how and at what pace to broaden 
political participation. In this re- 
spect, it is essential that there be 
real political dialogue between 
government on the one hand; and 
the people and parties and other 
institutions on the other. Those 
who are prepared to take specific 
steps toward free elections, creat- 
ing independent judiciaries, 
promoting the rule of law, reduc- 
ing restrictions on the press, re- 
specting the rights of minorities, 
and guaranteeing individual 
rights, will find us ready to recog- 
nise and support their efforts, just 
as those moving in the opposite 
direction will find us ready to 
speak candidly and act according- 
ly. As Secretary Baker has said: 
“We best can have truly close and 
enduring relations with those 
countries with which we share 
fundamental values. 

Those who seek to broaden 
political participation in the Mid- 
dle East will, therefore, find os. 
supportive, as we have been else- 
where in the world. At the same 
time, we are suspect of those who 
would use the democratic process 
to come to power, only to destroy 
that very process in order to 
retain power and political domi- 
nance. While we believe in the 
principle of one person, one vote, 
“we do not support one person, 
one vote, one time.” 

Let me make it very dear with 
whom we differ we differ with 
those, regardless of their religion, 
who practice terrorism, oppress 
minorities, preach intolerance or 
violate internationally accepted 
standards of conduct regarding 
human -rights; with those who are 
insensitive to the need for politic- 
al pluralism; with those who 
cloak their message in another 
brand of authoritarianism; with 
(hose who substitute religious and 
political confrontation for con- 
structive engagement with the 
rest of the world; with the rest of 
the world; with those who do not 
share our commitment to peace- 
ful resolution of conflict, espe- 
cially the Arab/Israeli conflict; 
and with those who would pursue 
their goals through repression or 
violence. 

It is for just these reasons that 
we have such basic differences 
with the avowedly secular gov- 
ernments in Iraq and Libya, To 
the extent that other govern- 
ments pursue or adopt similar 


practices, we will distance 
ourselves from them, regardless 
of whether they describe their 
approach in secular, religious or 
any other terms. Simply stated, 
religion is not a determinant — 
positive or negative — in the 
nature or quality of our relations 
with other countries. Our quarrel 
is with extremism, and the vio- 
lence, denial, intolerance, in- 
timidation, coercion and terror 
which too often accompany it. 

The facts bear that out. The 
United States has good, produc- 
tive relations with countries and 
peoples of all religions through- 
out the world, including many 
whose systems of government are 
firmly grounded in Islamic princi- 
ples. Religious freedom and 
tolerance are integral elements of 
our American national character 
and constitutional system. 

Indeed, as much as any society, 
the American people understand 
the meaning of diversity and the 
virtues of tolerance. 

Conclusion 

The broad policy goals of the 
United States in the Near East 
region have been laid down by 
President Bush and Secretary 
Baker: Genuine peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours; 
enhancing security and deterring 
or defeating aggression; helping 
to' pro tea die world's economic 
security, promoting economic 
and social justice; and promoting 
the values in which we believe. 

I believe these are aspirations 
in which the peoples of the region 
— whether Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian or otherwise can realis- 
tically share. Like us. they seek a 
peaceful, better future. They 
aspire to work productively in 
peace and safety to feed, house 
and clothe their families; in which 
their children can be educated 
and find avenues of success; in 
which they can have a say and can 
be consulted in bow they will be 
governed; and in which they can 
find personal fulfillment and jus- 
tice. In this respect, the pursuit of 
viable economic and social de- 
velopment programmes, priva- 
tisation, and adequate education- 
al and vocational training oppor- 
tunities,^: key to responding to 
the basic material needs of the 
region's people. 

Working with an international 
community of unprecedented 
solidarity, we have come a long 
way in the past few years in 
repelling aggression and in prom- 
oting a negotiated peace to a 
seemingly intractable conflict in 
the region. We still have a long 
way to go before these worthy 
efforts will have achieved success 
and before the other aspirations 
we share are realised. We can get 
there through close engagement 
and constructive interaction be- 
tween the United States and ail 
the countries of the Near East 
region at all levels — govem- 
ment-togovemment, group- to- 
group, person-to-person and 
faidHCo-fiudi. 
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ARAMEX 
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Amman: Tel:664590,Fax:606820, Tlx:23129 ARAMEX, P. O. Box:3371 Amman - Jordan. 


Save water... every, drop counts! 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL. 604675 604696 


Q 
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CROWN | 

s INT’L EST. p 
m Packing, shipping, g 
■ forwarding, storage, ■ 
i| clearing, door-to-door i 
E service g 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Cjpen UiSOJJO A tMt-UJO dt3y| 

Tain my Is mRabta 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
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CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

J2Mri5M&19&-23& 

Teh 03-314415 


iiuramranasrains 

YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kas Diyciean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engravmg 

* Keys Servipe 

* Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

G Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phon* S2165S, Fax 

■ V 128183 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyahfiirfs School 

T a ka eer a qr le rvl ce 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30~Midnight 

Tel. $38869 


STUDIO HAIG 

, Professional Quality in 
& Hafcr Service ‘ 

Develop your colour 152m at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stem 39% huger 

* Free pniorgo" 

BMKt 29. X 30 CMS 


.Bank. Phone: 
Swcfieb tet 82389J. 



4 Rent hr Sale 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and! 
sale - lumished or unfur-] 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, pleaea| 
call 

lAbdoun Real 



[TeL 810605, 810609, 
-Mt,Fax: 810520. 


^ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:B18214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

w 6:30 - Midnight / 


LOOKING 
FORA PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


DD 




Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN TOUBISMO 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away sendee 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

iJabal Amman-3rd Circle! 
TeL: 641093 


IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES & BUSINESSMEN 



Hotel Suites 


WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


TOL: 698222 PAX: 690671 
TLX: 240S4 MAQSURA JO 
C OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
-SHMEISANI — A MMAN f- 


MOVING ? 

f Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the woite, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals orr 
660507 or 6605081 

ARAMEX' 




[International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation : Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6IS060 ■ 6/J0fl/- 



ftgSTAURMT 


OPEN DAILY FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 
Saves A Variety American Food 


Enjoy our Fresh Ddcioas 
Tike Awny is Available! 
For ReBOvattwJ*kMe 
' Call 678600 




| The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


IIA1MITEL 

,|jl:i|I|Is 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9603 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates md 
Businessmen 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 
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Seles beats Graf, wins 3rd 
straight French Open title 


PARIS (R) — Monica Seles out- 
fought Steffi Graf, 6-2, 3-6, 10-8 
in an epic final Saturday to be- 
come the first woman in SS years 
to win three straight French Open 
titles. 

After a slow start by Graf that 
cost her the first set, the number 
one and number two ranked play- 
ers in the world waged a spec- 
tacular battle that had the centre- 
court crowd gasping and 
shouting. 

The third set was the longest 
set in a women's final in Paris 
since 1956. when Althea Gibson 
beat Angela Mortimer, 6-0, 12- 
10 . 

“I've never played a set like 
that in my life,' 1 Seles said of the 
91-minute third set. “It was just a 
great match.. It was too bad for 
whoever lost.” 

Graf paid tribute to Seles' com- 
bativeness. 

“You’ve seen it in other match- 
es." Graf said. “She's been down 
— she always comes back, even if 
it’s close, even if she's tired." 

Seles, entrenching her hold on 
the top ranking, has now won six 
Grand Slams, including the last 
five she has played in — she 
missed Wimbledon last year. 
Having won the Australian Open 
in January, she is half way to this 
Grand Slam. 


On Sunday, top-seeded Jim 
Courier, a heavy favourite to 
retain this title, also will seek to 
move half way toward the Grand 
Slam in the men's final against 
number seven seed Petr Korda of 
Czechoslovakia. 

The second-seeded Graf, serv- 
ing while down 3-5 in the last set, 
saved four match points to extend 
the contest, bringing the fans to 
the feet in a standing ovation. 
The 22-year-old German said she 
couldn't recall ever getting war- 
mer support from a crowd. 

She swiftly broke Seles, then 
survived a break point to hold 
serve for a 6-5 lead. With no 
debreak used here in the last set 
of matches going their limit, the 
players headed into overtime, 
holding serve until Seles broke 
Graf to take an 8-7 lead. 

Seles won the first point, but 
Graf answered with a sensational 
passing shot and broke back to 
8-8. Again, Seles broke back, 
then served out of the victory. 
Graf, down 15-40, saved a fifth 
match point, but on the sixth she 
Hit a forehand into the net. 

The match lasted 2 hours, 43 
minutes. 

“I was especially tired mental- 
ly. because of all the match 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Harding keeps WBC title 

MARSEILLE, France (R) — Australian Jeff Harding survived a 
brave challenge by Christophe Tiozzo of France to retain his 
WBC light-heavyweight crown with an eighth round stoppage 
Friday. Harding was behind on points when he floored the 
Frenchman with a fierce left hook. Tiozzo managed to stand up 
but was unable to react when the holder rushed in and the fight 
was halted. Tiozzo, making his comeback in Marseille where he 
lost his WBA super-middleweight crown to Victor Cordoba of 
Panama in April last year, was on top from file start thanks to his 
superb left jab and clever combinations. But Harding lived up to 
his reputation of being a tough warrior by working on his 
opponent despite a cut over his right eye. Tiozzo was hurt by 
several left hooks but managed to shake the champion with fast 
left-right combinations. But his hopes of regaining a world title 
vanished when another formidable left hook by Harding sent him 
to the canvas with four rounds remaining. 

Walder — 9th best long Jumper 

AUSTIN, Texas (R) — Erick Walder, hoping to make a big 
impact before the U.S. Olympic trials, sailed 8.47 metres (27 feet 
9 -n inches) on his first jump to become the ninth best long 
jumper of all time at the NCAA championships Friday. It was a 
big pressure reliever. " said Walder, who was heavily favoured to 
win the event at these U.S. collegiate ^athletics championships at 
the University of Texas. Only two-time' 'Olympic champion Carl 
Lewis and world record holder Mike Powell have jumped as far 
this year without an aiding wind. Nigerian Olapade Adeniken 
equalled the third fastest time in the 100 metres this year when he 
docked 9.97 seconds in the semifinals. He also was one of the top 
qualifiers in the 200 metres with a docking of 20.62 seconds into a 
head wind of 2.45 metres per second. 

Seville soccer club hires Bilardo as coach 

SEVILLE, Spain ( AP) — Spanish first-division dab Seville has 
named as coach Carlos Bilardo, the guiding force behind the 
Argentine national team's 1986 World Cup vidory, a dub 
spokesman said Friday. Bilardo. who retired after Argentina’s 
runner-up finish in the 1990 World Cup, will replace first -year 
Uruguayan coach Victor Esparrado, said the offidal, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. Seville has stumbled to 11th plat* in 
Spain’s first division under Esparrago, 13-8-16, going into the last 
weekend of the season. The offidal disclosed no details of 
Bilardo's contract. A press conference was scheduled for later 
Friday. 

Swiss medal hope withdraws from Olympics 

GENEVA (R) — Christine Stueckelberger, one of the main Swiss 
medal hopes in the Olympics dressage event, has confirmed she 
will not be taking part in Barcelona because her horse is unwell. 
Stueckelberger, 45, the 1976 Olympic champion, said the 15-year- 
old mare Opal had respiratory difficulties in hot and dusty 
conditions. She said that the horse’s 14th place in the opening 
round of an international event in Munich last weekend had 
convinced her to give up her Olympic aspirations, adding that her 
other horse. Diamond, was too inexperienced for top-flight 
competition. 
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KNOW YOUR BASICS 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* K8 5 

9K53 

0 Q6 

4AKQ63 
WEST EAST 

* 4 , * J 10 9 3 

9 Q J 10 7 9 A 8 6 2 

0K832 0976 

*10 9 7 4 *82 

SOUTH 

* A Q 76 2 

994 

0 A J 10 4 

* J6 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 9 
There are many situations in the 
play of the cards that recur fre- 
quently. Yet it is surprising how of- 
ten these card combinations are 
misplayed. 

South’s jump to three spades pre- 
sented North with a choice of con- 
tracts— no trump or spades. With 
three spades and a raffing value in 
diamonds, North’s choice of the suit 
-game was automatic. Ah the cards 
tie, however, three no tramp by 
1 North would have been a daimer. 

West led the queen of hearts and 
declarer was not the least concerned 


when dummy’s king fell to the ace. 
South raffed the third heart and 
cashed the king and ace of spades to 
learn about the bad break. Now de- 
clarer realized he would need either 
the diamond finesse or to find East 
with four clubs if the contract were 
to succeed. 

Since there was no way to try 
both lines, declarer opted for the 
diamond finesse. West’s king of dia- 
monds completed the defensive 
book and East still had a trump 
trick to come-down one. The only 
consolation declarer had was that 
the alternate tine also would have 
tailed. 

All declarer needed to do to land 
ffie game waa to leave an entry on 
the table. After raffing the third 
heart, declarer should cash the see 
and queen of tramps. If both de- 
fenders follow, declarer can draw 
the last trump and score an 
overtrick. 

If either defender shows out on 
the second tramp, declarer can 
maintain control by abandoning 
trumps and starting on the dubs. 
Best defense is for East to raff the 
third dub and shift to a diamond. 
Declarer does not need the fine sse . 
Ace of diamonds and a trump to the 
long drawB the last tramp and al- 
lows declarer to collect five trump 
tricks, four dubs and the ace of 
diamonds. 


points," said Seles, saying Graf 
was in better shape. “But I could 
have stayed out there, if 1 had to, 
a longer time.” 

Graf, who had a majority of 
the fans behind her, acknow- 
ledged the high caliber of play but 
said she was disappointed. 

“It's great the way I came back 
and fought," die said. “But I 
should have played better when I 
was leading" in the third set. 

“It was a great match, but it's 
really difficult, 10 minutes after 
it, to feel good about it." 

Seles opened powerfully, win- 
ning 12 of the first 14 points to 
sweep the first three games of the 
match. Graf settled down, too 
late to vie for the set but suffi- 
ciently to put her on even terms 
in the fiercely contested second. 

A key point came in the second 
game, when Graf saved a break 
point with a series of aggressive 
shots and held serve to level at 
1-1. The two traded service 
breaks to reach 3-3, then Graf 
broke again to take a 4-3 lead 
after a Seles groundstroke floated 
just long. 

The linesman called the ball 
good, but Graf drew a circle 
around the mark with her racket, 
gestured for the umpire to come 
over to inspect, and marched con- 
fidently to her chair. 

In the third set, Seles benefi- 
ted from two crucial balls that hit 
the net cord. One was hit by 
Graf, and would have given her a 
break point in the second game. 
But it popped in the air and fell 
back of Grafs side, helping Seles 
hold serve for 1-1. I 

In the next game, Seles 
obtained a decisive service break 
of her own. reaching break point 
on a shot that hit the cord and fell 
just over for a winner. 

Seles is the first woman to 
capture three consecutive French 
Opens since Germany’s Hilde 
Sterling accomplished the feat 
from 1935 to 1937. 

Graf held a 5-2 edge in career 
matches against Seles going into 
Saturday's final, and had won 
their two most recent matches, 
both last year. 

Seles won (heir last meeting in 
a Grand Slam final, here in 1990, 
7-6 (8-6), 6-4. 

Courier, whose 22-match win- 
ning streak has brought him the 
world number one ranking, heads 
into the final as one of the 
heaviest favourities m recent 
Grand Slam history. 

Korda has never before sur- 
vived the third round of a Grand 
Slam and progressed through his 
half of the draw here without 
feeing another seeded player. 

“I’m hitting the ball pretty 
well, hitting with a lot of confi- 
dence,” Courier said after dis- 
mantling 1 lth-seeded Andre 
Agassi Friday. “When I’m doing 
that, I don’t worry about the 
results.” 

Korda, unflappable in his 6-2, 
7-6 (7-4) 6-3 victory Friday over 
crowd fevourite Henri Leconte, 
was asked if Courier was unbeat- 
able. 

“We are human beings. Any- 
body can beat anybody.” he said. 
“Jim is playing his best tennis at 
the moment, so we will see what's 
going to happen.” 


Al Hussein retains top spot in 
soccer first division standings 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the ninth and 
final week of the first round of 
Jordan Soccer Federation's 
first division championship AI 
Hussein-Irbid retained their 
overall lead with 11 points de- 
spite their loss to AJ Ahli, 
while AI Wibdat scored a pre- 
cious win over Al Ramtha and 
Sahab scored their first win 
over Yarmouk Amman. 

AI Wihdat. who had so far 
only defeated bottom of the 
division Al Arabi, Friday play- 
ed their best match and surely 
regained their confidence after 
they beat Al Ramtha 4-2 at Al 
Hassan Sports City in Irbid. 

AI Wihdat's Jihad Abdul 
Mun'em scored the match's 
first goal in the 10th minute. Al 
Ramtha’s Mouaffaq Abu 
Hudeib and Khaled Al Aq- 
qouri lost many chances to 
equalise before Al Wihdat's 
Hisham Abdul Mun'em scored 
a second goal in the 22nd mi- 
nute. 

Al Wihdat tightened their 
defence while an error by Al 
Ramtha 's goalkeeper scored 
Al Wihdat's third goal by Jihad 
Abdul Mun'em. 

Al Ramtha's Khaled Al Aq- 
qouri scored his team's first 
goal in the 42nd minute to end 
the first half at 3-1 for Al 
Wihdat. 

Al Ramtha repeatedly tried 
to catch up, but Al Wihdat's 
defence aborted any such 


attempt as Jihad Abdul 
Mun'em went on to score his 
third and Al Wihdat's fourth 
goal ih the 53rd minute. Al 
Ramtha's Badran Al Shaqran 
scored his team's second goal 
in the 80th minute to end the 
match 4-2 for Al Wihdat. 

Meanwhile at Al Hussein 
Youth City in Amman, new- 
comers to the division. Sahab 
scored tbeir first win in the first 
division when they overcame 
the other newcomers, Yar- 
mouk Amman, 2-0. 

Sahab's Mohammad Al 
Ashab scored both his team’s 
goals in the 14th and 28th 
minutes of the first half. 

Both teams lost other 
chances to score in the second 
half, as the match ended 2-0 
for Sahab who are now tied 
with Al Wihdat with 7 points in 
the overall standings. 

In another match, Al Ahli 
scored a convincing win over 
Al Hussein who had not lost 


any match yet. 

Al Hussein had the advan- 
tage and lost many chances to 
score an early goal as Al Ahli's 
goalkeeper put up* a great 
effort and succeeded in abort- 
ing Al Hussein's attempts. 

Meanwhile Al Ahli's 
Mohammad Al Joker scored 
his team's first goal in the 40th 
minute, to end die first half 1-0 
for AI Ahli. 

Al Ahli kept up their 
attempts to score a second goal 
while preventing AI Hussein's 
A ref Hussein and Kamal Al 
Kharouf from scoring. 

Al Ahli's Mohammad Al 
Joker again scored for his team 
from a header inthe 83rd mi- 
nute to end the match 2-0 for 
Al Ahli who now have 10 
points in die overall standings. 

Al Faisali will play Al Arabi 
June IS to end the first round 
of the first division soccer 
championship. The second 
round will begin June 25. 


STANDINGS 


Team ■ 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts. 

Al Hussein 

8 

4 

3 

1 

11 

8 

11 

Al Ramtha 

8 


2 

2 

14 

II 

16 

Al AhH 

8 

j 

4 

I 

8 

( 

16 

AJ Faisali 

7 

2 

4 

1 

18 

7 

8 

AJ Qsdesieti 

8 

2 

4 

2 

8 

i 

8 

Al WMst 

8 

2 

3 

3 

12 

12 

7 

Sahab 

1 

1 

5 

2 

11 

13 

7 

Yraak Arana 

8 

2 

1 

S 

5 

12 

5 

Al AnU 

7 

1 

2 

4 

7 

12 

4 


Blazers beat Bulls, even NBA series 1-1 


CHICAGO (R) — Danny Ainge 
scored nine of his 17 points in 
overtime and the Portland Trail 
Blazers erased a 10-point fourth- 
quarter deficit to beat the defend- 
ing champion Chicago Bulls 115- 
104 Friday in the second game of 
the National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) finals. 

The Blazers, who were embar- 
rassed 122-89 Wednesday, 
evened the best-ef-seven cham- 
pionship series at one game 
apiece with the next three to be 
played m Portland. 

Ainge stepped in for Portland's 
main man Clyde Drexler, who 
fouled out with just under five 
minutes left in the fourth quarter, 
and wound up shooting seven for 
10 in 23 minutes with four assists 
for the game. 

His nine points in overtime tied 
a finals record shared by John 
Havlicek and Bill Laimbeer. 

Drexler • was the Blazers’ top 
scorer with 26 points. Terry Por- 
ter scored 24 points, 11 of them in 
the fourth quarter. 

Michael Jordan scored a game- 
high 39 points for the Bulls — the 
same total he scored in the series 
opener — but he did not have the 
touch from three-point range that 
had surprised even him last time. 

Jordan missed a chance to win 
the game in regulation when bis 
18-footer fell off the back of the 
rim as time expired. 

The Blazers had reeled off six 
points in a row to tie the game at 
95 with 45.5 seconds to go in the 
fourth quarter. 


Jordan then put the Bulls on 
' top with a reverse layup with 313 
seconds left, but centre Kevin 
Duckworth’s short baseline jum- 
per tied it at 97, where it stayed 
until overtime. 

The Blazers scored 12 of the 
last 15 points in the game after 
Duckworth gave Portland a 103- 
100 lead with a spinning jumper 
and Horace Grant made one of 
two free throws for Chicago. 

The Bulls had mounted then- 
own comeback, outscoring Port- 
land 32-16 in the third quarter 
after trailing 50-41 at haiftime.r 
Chicago scored the last 31 points, 
of the quarter to grab a 77-70 
advantage, -‘d 

John Paxson had three of his 
four three- pointers in the third 
period to lead the charge. 

The Blazers, making tbeir 
second finals appearance in three 
years, led 31-23 at the end of the 
first quarter. 

Buck Williams, who was held 
to three points in the first game, 
had 19 points and 14 rebounds for 
the Trail Blazers while Jerome 
Kersey added 12 before fouling 
out in overtime. 

Scottie Pippen had 18 points 
and Paxson 16 for the Bulls. 

The 18 points scored by Port- 
land in overtime were the second 
most in a finals overtime period 
behind the Los Angeles Lakers' 
22 against the New York Knicks 
in 1970. 

Game three is in Portland Sun- 
day night. 





Michael Jordan 


Peanuts 


SOMETIMES. MARCIE, I 
WONDER WHY l‘M 
MERE... 


EVERYONE WONDERS 
ABOUT THAT AT 
SOME TIME, SIR.. 


WE WONDER WHY 
WE WERE PUT HERE 
ON THIS EARTH.. 


NO, I WONDER WHY 
l‘M IN THIS DESK 
[INSTEAD OP THE ONE IN 
THE BACK 0FTHE ROOM. 


Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n*Jeff 


TELL THE ) ( 1 
LAWYER WAS 
. WHAT S IN 
[HAPPytEDi/ AN 


HAVE \T 1 WAS STANDING ON I BUT 




SO I- SEZ. 
WHAT DO YOU 
THINK I AM. 

A BLOOMIN’ 

LIGHTNING 



RESULT^ 

SMACK Pt\ 

I WAS IN 

THE 

ACCIDENT* j 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JUNE, 7, 1992 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Caro// Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Faith and principles sustain you 
through any op set and difficulties 
today as . the Moon squares Mer- 
cury and the Sun. Avoid one who 
has an eye tm you r assets. Not a. 
good time for brunch. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon can be just as personal as you 
like in going after the things you 
desire the most during the daytime 
but tonight is your time for practic- 
al activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can get all sons of ideas from 
private sources during the day to 
further inspire you to a greater 
success but tonight look to your 
own personal desires. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
out in the social gatherings you Bke 
most during me daytime, then 
tonight youu can rightly busy 
yourself pfenning coming weeks 
activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about what influen- 
tial persons can do for you to get 
tbeir support about a very progres- 
sively new and interesting project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
open to your prophetic insight to- 
day which is unusually accurate, 
then follow it; while tonight yon 
can plan down to earth ways for 
any public interests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You see ways to do what your 


attachment likes from an entirely 
new approach and in the evening 
find ways to make your dreams a 
reality. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever new acquaintances 
you wish to make shook! be right at 
your fingertips now so cultivate 
them; later you can do courtesies 
they wiD value. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You see some ways you can 
be of service to others that will put 
you in a very favourable light; 
tonight to the outside chores neces- 
sary to effectuate this purpose. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you find that 

you can plan romantic and enter- 
tainment interests so you have 
some wonderful times and tonight 
make them a part of your. life. 
CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Enjoy home and family during the 
daytime white in the evening place 
your focus upon the details of a 
creative idea that appeals to you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Trips (hiring the daytime 
for sightseeing or visiting congenial 
companions is fine but tonight see 
that you get your home in a ppt epie 
order. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) A day to study all aspects of 
periodicals where ideas for making 
additional abundance are con- 
cerned, then .you can draw up a 
blueprint of decisions readied. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


MARRIAGE 

COUNSELOR 



"That should do the trick! All you two 
really need is a good , long /dss!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ARDOH 


TT 



MAGEL 




■ 

FACTUE 


n n 



DYGOTS 


viw 




WHAT THAT 
STUBBORN GUY 
DIDN'T WANT TO BE 
CONFUSED BY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


* Kxniimn 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: COLON LOOSE DREDGE RATION 
Answer The good otd days aeem so appealing, 
because most of us ware neither this at 
that tone — "GOOD” NOR “OLD" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Dorothea E. Shipp 


ACROSS 
1 Russ, sea 
5 Betel palm 
10 Fan 

14 Signal in a way 

15 Evita or Juan 

16 Gad about 

17 Astordsldng 

19 Cruising 

20 Mora peaceful 

21 Bait 

23 GambSng town 

24 Solo 

25 Jolson and 
Capp 

28 Part of speech: 
abbr. 

29 Heel 

30 Part of a Chin, 
name 

33 Disgust 
35 See 30A 

37 Thrash 

38 Book of me 
table: abbr. 

39 Trials 
43 Wine 
45 Bread 

47 Ms Farrow 
481 love; LaL 

48 Part of an 
engine 

50 Heath 

51 Gender in 
grammar: abbr, 

53 tt. port 
56 Emulated Glam 

60 Muse of history 

61 Certain 
spectator 

■63 Some 
64 Beelzebub 
65Epigrmono 
following 

66 Whips 

67 Dummy 
Mortimer 

68 Big birds 

DOWN - 

1 FBswfth 
reverence 

2 Funny Martha 

3 Assert 

4 Lazar 

5 Adds on 

6 Censure 


i 

> 

s 

• 

1 

i 

1 

M 




15 


ir 




IS 



a 











7 Gad's son 
B Get in touch with 
9 Cats or goats 

10 Serious ptey 

11 AKannedy 

12 Hot place 

13 Fuel type. 

18 Tatum or Ryan 
22 Go by train 

25 Ann — 

26 Suspicious 

27 Golden tool 

30 'The Sound 
of—" 

31 Bonecavttes 

32 Irish 
afchabet 

34 Indian 
38 Golf item 

40 '-Omnia 
vtneit— “ 

41 Onebfa 
pride 

42 Author 
W*am 

43 Famous race 
. home 


Y«ferfay*i Puzzle Sohftd; 


□nnn ^nnn nnnon 
nnnn nnnn nr,nnn 
nnnn onuin nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 
„„„ nnn LDnmnrn 
□nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnannnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn 

□□HEinra 
□nH^nnrsnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nrnn 
nnnnm nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


44-Erietg. 

46 Have 
M reservations 
60 Cat cafe 
52 Trace 

forte 


54 Code latter 

55 Legal claim 

57 Semester 

58 Son of Rflbekah 

59 WW 0 medals 
02 Fr. season . 


/> 
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Abu Dhabi approves 
$1.6b power, water plan 

ABU DHABI (R) — Abu Dhabi is to spend six billion dirhams 
($1.63 billion) on a new phase of a project to boost the emirate's 
water and electricity output, the Emirates News Agency said. 

• A spokesman for the Abu Dhabi Department of Electricity and 
Water, said the funds were approved Tuesday to meet industrial and 
domestic demand, which grows by 10 per cent every year. 

; .Industry sources said Wednesday that Swiss-Swedish engineering 
groups ASE A Brown Bovcri was the main contractor for the project. 

! A consortium of Belgian firms, including Brussels-based consul- 
tants Tractebcl, will provide engineering and consultancy services for 
the four-year project, they added. 

The second phase of the Al Tawilah project will raise the Gulf 
emirate's desalinated water production to 196 million gallons per day 
from the current level of 120 million gallons. 

It will boost electricity output to almost 3.000 megawatts from 
2,200 megawatts. 

The second phase will add six turbines and six desalination units to 
the Al Tawilah complex, which was set up in 1985 about 50 
kilometres outside of Abu Dbabi. 
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Slack economies, strong yen hit Japan’s carmakers 


TOKYO (R) — Sagging econo- 
mies around the world and a 
strong yen played havoc with 
Japan's car industry in the year to 
March 31, with most manufactur- 
ers reporting sharp falls in profits. 

Number-two carmaker Nissan 
Motor Col. Ltd has announced 
that parent current profit for 
1991/92 plummeted 46.7 per cent 
from a year earlier to 87.75 bil- 
lion yen (S685 million). 

Number-three Honda Motor 
Co. Ltd has also reported that 
1991/92 current profit dropped 
21.3 per cent to 66.94 billion yen 
($522 million). 

Mazda Motor Corp. owned 
23.9 per cent by U.S. Ford Motor 
Co., reported that current profit 
for 1991/92 tumbled 60 per cent 
to 19.67 billion yen ($153 mil- 
lion). 

“What with weak demand, a 
strong yen and higher operating 
costs, there were just no positive 
factors left,” said Merrill Lynch 
Japan’s car industry analyst, Ben 
Moyer. 

Nissan Vice-President Atsushi 
Muramatsu told a news confer- 
ence that although sales figures 
rose, Nissan made less profit per 
car because of higher production 
costs. 

For 1992/93, Nissan expects pa- 
rent current profit to plunge 
further to 40 billion yen ($312 
million). 

“It’s hard to judge. Although 
the domestic market will not do 
well in the first half (of 1992/93), 


we expect a recovery in the later 
half, along with the economy,” 
Mr. Muramatsu said. 

But even this forecast may be 
too optimistic, said one analyst for 
a Japanese securities firm. 

“Nissan managed to scrap 
together its (1991/92) current pro- 
fit mainly by selling stocks,” he 
said. “But repeating that won't 
work this year. Even if it sold 
stocks again, achieving its fore- 
cast for 1992/93 will be very, very 
tough.” 

Honda also cited swelling op- 
eration costs and a strong yon as 
the main reasons for its decline in 
profit. 

Analysts say Honda is more 
vulnerable to currency changes 
because h depends more on the 
North American market than its 
Japanese rivals. In 1991/92, it 
sold more vehicles in North 
America than it did at home. 

“Honda will have to give up its 
postion as Japan's number-three 
carmaker to Mitsubishi Motors 
for now,” said Nikko Research 
Centre analyst Noriyuki Mat- 
sushima. 

Mitsubishi Motors Corp. out- 
performed its rival In terms of 
parent company profit growth. 
Current profit grew 0.6 per cent 
to 50-54 billion yen ($394 million) 
in 1991/92. 

Mitsubishi operating profits 
for 1991/92 dropped with the rest 
of the industry due to the high 
yen and rises in labour and capital 
investment costs, the company 


has reported. 

But non-operating profits rose 
from the previous year because 
the company suffered fewer stock 
appraisal losses. 

Mitsubishi, owned 5.88 per 
cent by U.S. carmaker Chrysler 
Corp., expects current profit to 
edge up again to 51 billion yen 
($398 million) in 1992/93. 

“Demand for recreational 
vehicles is still on the rise, and 
our Gal ant model underwent a 
model change, so we expect our 
sales volume to grow,” Mitsu- 
bishi’s Managing Director Kazuo 
Sekino told a news conference. 

Fnji Heavy Industries Ltd.'s 
1991/92 balance sheet was still 
spotted with red ink, although 
not as heavily as a year earlier. 
The maker of Subaru cars posted 
parent current loss of 4.09 billion 
yen ($31.9 million) in 1991/92, 
compared with a loss of 63.62 
billion yen ($497 million) in 1990/ 
91. 

This improvement was due to 
strong demand for the mainstay 
Legacy model and efforts to cut 
costs in production, marketing 
and research, Fuji Heavy's senior 
managing director, Nobuhiko 
Yoshida, told a news conference. 

In Fuji Heavy had not suffered 
writedowns on marketable secur- 
ities, it would have posted current 
profit of 770 million yen (S6.01 
million) in 1991/92 and made a 
comeback into the black, Mr. 
Yoshida said. 

It aims to achieve that goal by 


posting parent current profit of 
four billion yen (S31.2 million) in 
1992/93. 

Japan's biggest carmaker, 
Toyota Motor Corp., has yet to 
announce its 1991/92 business re- 
sults, but it too forecasts a dismal 
year. 

For the year ending on June 30, 
the company forecasts parent cur- 
rent profit of 400 billion yen 
(53.12 billion), down from 574.32 
billion yen ($4.48 billion) in 1990/ 
91. 

Caught off guard in the last 
business year when an expected 
economic recovery failed to 
materialise, Japanese companies 
are treading carefully in their 
earnings forecasts for the current 
year. 

But as the timing and pace of 
Japan's economic recovery is dif- 
ficult to call, cautious corporate 
forecasts could well face revisions 
in coming months — in either 
direction. 

“It’s a very difficult time to be 
forecasting results," said Simon 
Smithson, bead of research at 
Klein wort Benson International. 

“It hinges on the very different 
views people have of how long 
and how deep the recession will 
be,” Mr. Smithson added. “It is 
generally recognised that the 
forecasts are very much a shot in 
the dark.” 

Some 1,400 listed firms exclud- 
ing financials who late last month 
announced earnings for the year 
to March 31, 1992 saw ament, or 


pre-tax profits, slide 14.8 per cent 
in the period — well within the 
range most industry analysis pre- 
dicted. 

Current profits at 1,546 firms 
including financials fell an aver- 
age 19.3 per cent in 1991/92, 
according to a survey by econo- 
mic daily Nihon Keizai Shimbun. 

Manufacturers alone suffered a 
23.2 per cent drop in current 
profits, the newspaper said. 

The companies expect profits' 
to slip again in this business year, 
but less sharply — an average S.l 
per cent for nonfinancial listed 
firms and 5.3 per cent for manu- 
facturers. 

Those average figures, howev- 
er, cover a wide range of fore- 
casts including some potentially 
drastic declines. 

Among the pessimists are giant 
steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp-> 
which expects its parent current 
profits to drop to about 55 billion 
yen ($423 million) in 1992/93 
from 100.21 billion yen ($770 
million) last year. 

Nissan Motor Co. Ltd. is 
equally gloomy, forecasting pa- 
rent current profit of 40 billion 
yen ($307 million) titis year, less 
than half the 87.76 billion yen 
($675 million) it posted in 1991/* 
92. 

Behind the wary company fore- 
casts is a belief that Japan’s eco- 
nomic slowdown has yet to bot- 
tom out and that even if it does so 
in late summer or autumn, the 
pace of recovery will be mod- 


erate. 

“We think business activities 
have not yet bottomed out.” 
Masaya Miyoshi, president of in- 
fluential business group Keidan- 
ren, has said. 

“The economy is expected to 
start recovering gradually in the 
autumn but we think the recovery 
process will be gradual,” he 
pointed our. 

While ultimately the figures for 
1991/92 profits held, 
few surprises, it took two rounds 
of downward revisions for the 
companies to get their forecasts 
right. 

Many firms now expect profits 
to continue to fall m the first half 
of the business year, with declines 
offset to some extent in the 
second half as the economy picks 
up- 

Some analysts say, however, 
that companies may this time be 
earing on the side of caution. 

“Corporate Japan is shell- 
shocked by the implosion of the 
‘bubble economy* which deflated 
their balance sheets as well as 
their cash flows,*’ said Jesper 
Koll. economist at S.G. War- 
burgs (Japan). 

“Most companies are con- 
tinuing straightforward extra- 
polations from the last six 
months... and are not looking for 
a pickup before the third quarter, 
which 1 think is on the conserva- 
tive side.” he said. 


Iran raises 
return paid 
on bank 
deposits 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has raised 
the annual profit paid on various 
types of bank deposits by about 
one percentage point to a max- 
imum of 14 per cent. 

That rate is still less than half 
the interest charged at the Tehran 
Bazaar — between 30 and 50 per 
cent — and falls short of the 
official inflation rate of about 20 
per cent. 

Central bank governor 
Mohammad Hossein Adeli, 
quoted by Tehran Radio, said, 
banks would pay 14 per cent on 
five-year deposits in the. Iranian- 
year ended on March 20, up from 
file provisional 13 per cent 
announced last year. 

The decision was made by the 
Supreme Council of Money and 
Credit, which set rates for shorter- 
period deposits — ranging down 
to 6.5 per cent for three-month 
deposits, he said. 

Since its 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion Iran has banned! interest as a 
form of usury prohibited by 
Islam. Instead, under its 1983 
no-interest banking law banks 
pay out shares of their profits to 
depositors and charge fees on 
loans. 

The profit payout each year has 
been based on the aggregate per- 
formance of banks — all national- 
ised after the revolution — for 
that year, with a minimum per- 
centage guaranteed m advance. 

But Mr. Adeti said the council 
had decided that as of this year 
profit rates for each bank should 
be calculated separately to en- 
courage competition. 

Despite the increased payout, 
he said, there was no change in 
die fee banks would charge on loans 
— 9.0 per cent for the agriculture 
sector, 18 per cent for industry 
and between 12 and 16 per cent 
for housing. 

Demand for money, especially 
in the high-return services sector 
where the government discour- 
ages loans, keeps interest rates 
high on the unofficial market. 

Earlier this year the central 
bank blocked an effort by the 
Tehran Municipality to raise 
money by offering a 25 per cent 
return on deposits. 


Bush says U.S. ‘drawing in debt’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush, promoting a 
constitutional amendment requir- 
ing a balanced budget, said Satur- 
day the United States was “draw- 
ing in debt.” 

In the latest of a flurry of 
speeches and events backing the 
amendment, Mr. Bush said it was 
time to stop -treating the U.S. 
Treasury “like the corner cash 
machine.” 


“When you hear about a deficit 
measured in hundreds of billions 
of dollars, remember, that’s not 
monopoly money,” he said m a 
radio address to the nation. 

“Some day, that debt must be 
paid with your money, as sure as 
your own personal debts will have 
to be paid with your money. It's 
unacceptable when this spending 
riptide has us drowning in debt, 
dragging us further out to sea.” 


Mr. Bush has spent much of 
the last week trying to build sup- 
port for an amendment requiring 
the federal government to ba- 
lance outlays and receipts. 
Amendment proposals are ex- 
pected to come to a vote next 
week in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

House Speaker Thomas Foley 
said Thursday the amendment 
was losing momentum. 


But representative Charles 
Stenholm, a Texas Democrat, 
said he had enough votes to pass 
his amendment proposal, which 
would require a 60 per cent vote 
of all members of Congress to 
permit a deficit. 

Currently, the federal deficit is 
estimated at about $350 billion, 
while the national debt — the 
sum of all past deficits — is 
pushing $4 trillion. 


Lloyds Bank drops bid for Midland 


LONDON (R) — Lloyds Bank 
Friday threw in the towel in the 
fight to win control of Midland 
Bank, leaving victory within the 
grasp of HSBC Holdings in Bri- 
tain’s biggest bank takeover 
battle. 

Lloyds said it had decided not 
to go ahead with its proposed 
£3.7 billion ($6.7 billion offer for 
its rival, blaming official red tape 
for its decision. 

The bank's surprise decision 
left the way dear for Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Corp's 
owner to continue with its agreed 
£3.9 billion ($7.1 billion) offer for 
Midland winch would create one 
of the world’s 10 biggest banks. 


“We are obviously very 
pleased because we would like to 
go ahead with this merger and 
this allows us to achieve that 
ambition,” a spokeswoman for 
HSBC said. 

The HSBC bid has already 
cleared all necessary regulatory 
hurdles but the tentative Lloyds 
offer was referred to the Mono- 
polies and Mergers Commission 
(MMC), barring it from making a 
full bid until it had been cleared 
by tbe regulator. 

“Given tbe disparity in the 
regulatory position and the delay 
and uncertainty introduced by tbe 
MMC inquiry, Lloyds Bank con- 


siders that a substantial premium 
over HSBC's offer would be 
needed to persuade the sharehol- 
ders of Midland to reject that 
offer,” Lloyds said in a state- 
ment. 

Midland welcomed the Lloyds 
withdrawal. 

“We regard this as a very satis- 
factory -outcome and good for our 
customers, staff and sharehol- 
ders,” a spokesman said. 

Lloyds said it believed a mer- 
ger with Midland would have 
created substantial benefits for 
both of them and would have 
reshaped British banking for the 
better. 

“But at the price which would 


now be necessary following 
HSBC’s increased offer, the 
board has concluded that it would 
not be in the interests of Lloyds 
Bank shareholders to proceed." 

Earlier this week HSBC Hold- 
ings raised its initial offer for 
Midland from about £3.3 billion 
($6 billion) in an effort to fond off 
Lloyds. 

HSBC has already amassed a 
stake of about 16.26 per cent in 
Midland. Lloyds has no shares in 
its rival British bank although 
Friday morning it received the 
green light from British author- 
ities to buy up to 10 per cent of 
Midland. 


BNP to open 
in Tangiers 


RABAT (R) — The Banque 
Nabonale de Paris (BNP) is to 
open an offshore bank in the 
north Moroccan city of Tangier, 
bankers said Saturday. The BNP 
is the second foreign bank, after 
Credit Lyonnais of France, to 
decide to open in the Tangier 
offshore zone which the Moroc- 
can government hopes will attract 
financial institutions when die 
European Conmnmity becomes a 
single market in 1993. In associa- 
tion with the Banque Marocaine 
du Commerce et De l’lndusuie 
(BMCI) in which it is a sharehol- 
der, the BNP’s offshore bank will 
have an initial capital of $4 mil- 
lion. The Credit Lyonnais is 
associated in its offshore bank 
with tbe Credit du Maroc in 
which it is also a shareholder. 
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Italy’s political wrangling 
threatening privatisation 


CIVITAVECCHIA, Italy (R) — 
Political uncertainty is threaten- 
ing Italy’s hopes of raising de- 
sperately-needed cash through a 
sell-off of state companies, Treas- 
ury Director-General Mario 
Draghi has said. 

“The programme is a major 
political decision and as such can 
only be executed by a govern- 
ment with a precise and stable 
mandate." be said. 

Italy has been without a gov- 
ernment since inconclusive gener- 
al elections in April and its squab- 
bling parliament seems unlikely 
to be able to form one for at least 
another month. 

Economists say that even when 
a working majority does emerge 
from the 16 parties elected to 
parliament, it is unlikely to have 


the strength or stability to make 
the rough decisions needed to 
turn round Italy’s finances. 

The sale of state assets is de- 
signed to raise 15 trillion lire 
($12.5 billion) in 1992, a key 
element in financing the coun- 
try’s expected record budget de- 


ficit this year of 160 trillion lire 
($133 billion). 

But political initiatives are 
needed to ensure that the plan 
goes smoothly, Mr. Draghi told 
Italian and British businessmen 
on board the British royal yacht 
Britannia at Civitavecchia. 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 
WITHIN A TWO STOREY VILLA 

Ground floor, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, modem 
building and modem furniture, special garden, central heating. 
Location: Seventh Circle 

Call tel.: 638887 - 638782 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

required for an industrial Co. in Sahab Industrial Estate 
with the following qualifications: 

1 . Fluency in English. 

2. Experience in word processing and good computer 
skills. 

Please write in confidence to: 

Personnel Manager 

P.O.Box 925486, Amman - Jordan 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


& dining room (L- 
2 bathrooms and 2 


3-bedroom flat, sitting 
shaped), large kitchen, 
verandas. 

Located in the most beautiful area in 4th Circle. 

Call 770683 - 674935 


Russia may 
need $36b 
in 1993 
foreign aid 

WASHINGTON (R) — Russia 
will need some $36 billion in 
foreign assistance next year if it 
fails to move quickly to reform its 
agriculture and oil industries, the 
head of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (EBRD) has said. 

The financing gap “will be dou- 
ble of this year,” EBRD Presi- 
dent Jacques Anali told reporters 
after meetings with senior U.S. 
officials here. The bank was set 
up a year ago by the United 
States and other industrial na- 
tions tb help eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. 

But a senior Russian official, 
Konstantin Kagalovskiy, cast 
doubt on Mr. Attali’s estimate, 
saying he expects the 1993 financ- 
ing gap to be below this year’s $18 
billion as tough economic reforms 
reduce Moscow's dependence on 
foreign aid. 

Mr. Kagalovskiy also told Reu- 
ters he believes Russia can strike 
an agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
within weeks on an economic 
reform programme that mil win 
the lending agency's financial 
support. 

The United States and its rich 
allies have pledged to provide 
Russia with $24 billion this year 
— $18 billion to buy needed 
imports and $6 billion for a fund 
to help stabilise its currency, the 
rouble. 

But much of the help is contin- 
gent upon Russia winning IMF 
approval of its economic reforms 
and securing a $4 billion loan 
from the international organisa- 
tion. 

International monetary sources 
said Monday that IMF officials 
returned from Moscow lat month 
disappointed with the pace of 
Russia's reforms. Negotiations 
are expected to resume in Mos- 
cow next week. 

Mr. Kagalovskiy, who was here 
to sign the papers formally mak- 
ing Russia a member of the IMF, 
said that the obstacles to on 
agreement with the lending agen- 
cy had been exaggerated. 

“It is up to them (the IMF),” 
Mr. Kagalovskiy said, when 
asked whether an agreement was 
possible. 

The official, who represents 
Russia in its dealings with inter- 
national financial institutions, 
said Moscow had a reform prog- 
ramme in place and pointed to its 
plans to unify the foreign ex- 
change rate for the rouble at the 
beginning of July. 

In 'Order to contain inflation, 
Russia basically wants to peg the 
rouble's value to the dollar soon 
after that through use of them $6 
billion stabilisation fund. 

But sources said the IMF 
would prefer to see the rouble 
float freely against other curren- 
cies for a longer time to ensure 
that it has attained a value on the 
foreign exchange market that can 
eb defended against speculative 
{sales. 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe furnished apartment with brand new furniture, 
facing Olympia Hoteh&wetfieh, 350 sq. metres area. Built-in 
kitchen appliances. Marble floors... etc. 

Please contact owner directly tel. 825566 


Architect Looking For A Job 

A female architect with 8 years experience in 
design is looking for a part-time job. 

For enquiries call 602096 
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Serbs blast Sarajevo; two killed 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — Serb 
tanks and artillery blasted 
Sarajevo on Saturday, killing two 
people and setting buildings 
ablaze, despite a U.N. : mediated 
deal to reopen its airport for 
emergency humanitarian aid. 

The prolonged Serb siege of 
Sarajevo, focus of an ethnic war 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina, escalated 
as if the agreement to end a Serb 
blockade of the airport had never 
happened. 

In New York, U.N. officials 
said the pact, accepted by Bos- 
nia's Muslim-led government and 
Serb delegates, provided for 
U.N. peace-keeping troops to 
take over the airport and for the 
removal of Serb anti-aircraft bat- 
teries. 

There were no assurances that 
the pact would be respected by 
Serb military commanders bent 
on subjugating Sarajevo, crown- 
ing a campaign in which irregu- 
lars with Yugoslav army firepow- 
er have seized 65 per cent of 
Bosnia. 

Many of the 500,000 residents 
in the Bosnian capital have been 
reduced to hardship diets of 
bread, stale cakes, sweets and the 
odd vegetable as relief agencies 
have been unable to pass Serb 


front lines. 

Hospitals, jammed with 
wounded and sick people, are 
running out of medicines and 
have teen repeatedly shelled by 
Serbs. 

Sarajevo, caught for two 
months in a ring of fire from Serb 
units entrenched in surrounding 
mountains, endured one of its 
worst bouts of bombardment on 
Saturday morning, residents and 
journalists reported. 

“The shelling was sustained 
and very fierce in almost all parts 
of the city. It was one of the two 
or three worst nights we've had. 
No one slept,” Sarajevo radio 
editor Zoran Pirolic told Reuters 
by telephone. 

He said Serb paramilitaries and 
Muslim-Croat territorial forces 
clinging to several key central 
districts fought battles with heavy 
machineguns and rocket-prop- 
elled grenades. * 


of Dobrinja, where 40,000 mostly 
Slav Muslim and Croat residents, 
many of the children, have teen 
confined to bomb shelters for 
weeks and are beginning to 
starve. 

Bosnia's orthodox Serbs, com- 
prising about 30 per cent of the 
4.3 million population, revolted 
in March against a majority Mus- 
lim and Croat vote for independ- 
ence from die Serb-dominated 
Yugoslav federation. 


Two Sarajevo pensioners were 
killed when Serb mortar bombs 
smashed into their flats and at 
least 20 people were wounded in 
the artillery blitz, which tailed off 
after daybreak. 

Serb mortar units and tanks 
also pounded the outlying district 


More than 5,700 people have 
been killed and one million 
driven from their homes, many at 
gunpoint. 

Serbia and Montenegro, the 
only republics left in Yugoslavia 
after the secession of four others, 
have been isolated with a punitive 
U.N. trade embargo for orches- 
trating the savage ethnic conflict. 

Yugoslavia's federal presiden- 
cy has asked the council to res- 
cind sanctions, citing “miscon- 
ceptions” that Belgrade armed 
and incited the fighting in Bosnia. 
Western countries have dismissed 
such protestations. 


U.N. Security Council Presi- 
dent Paul Noterdaeme said 
Croat. Serb and U.N. representa- 
tives had agreed to evacuate 


They dropped to the floor as 
gunfire crackled from high-rise 
buildings across the street. The 
U.N. building took no serious 
hits. 


Socialists delay 


J apan troop bill 


Major in U.S. for 
talks with Bush 


TOKYO (AP) — A Socialist-led 
filibuster in parliament on Satur- 
day delayed efforts by conserva- 
tives to pass a bill paving the way 
for the dispatch of Japanese 
troops overseas for the first time 
since World War II. 

The governing Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party had hoped to speed 
the divisive bill through the upper 
house, but has been bogged down 
by a Socialist-led “cow walk” — a 
snail-paced inarch to the podium 
to present votes. 

Since the Socialists have suc- 
ceeded in putting several other 
procedural measures up for vote 
first, it was unclear when the final 
vote on the troops bill might 
come. 

* A cow walk on the first mea- 
sure lasted all night and into the 
afternoon Saturday. 

“It is a question now of how 
long we can physically endure,” 
said Makoto Tanabe, who heads 
the Socialists. “We will fight this 
to tiie end." 

The filibuster was the first of its 
kind since the Socialists tried, but 
failed, to block the introduction 
of a sales tax three years ago. 

Military issues have been a 
sensitive area for the Japanese 
throughout the postwar era. Pub- 
lic opinion tends towards pacif- 
ism, though a significant right- 
wing movement strongly advo- 
cates a beefed up military role. 

The troops legislation was first 
proposed by the conservative 
Liberal Democrats during the 
Gulf war in response to U.S. 
criticism that Japan was willing to 


It would create a 2,000-man 
corps for U.N. peacekeeping op- 
erations, but makes Japanese 
participation in the more hazar- 
dous areas of peacekeeping — 
such as separating warring armies 
— contingent on passage of 
another bill. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh and British 
Prime Minister John Major take 
up crises in Europe and the en- 
vironmental conference in Brazil 
during weekend meetings at the 
Camp David presidential retreat. 

Mr. Major arrived on 
Saturday. 


Once the bill is passed, Japan's 
defence agency chief, Sohei 
Miyashita, has said he intends to 
send a group of soldiers to join 
the United Nations' peacekeep- 
ing operation in Cambodia. 

The Socialists. Japan’s largest 
opposition party. Communists 
and many academics oppose the 
bill because they say it violates a 
constitutional ban on using force 
to settle international disputes. 

The bill has also met with 
anxious reactions from some of 
Japan’s Asian neighbours, who 
fear a revival of Japanese mili- 
tarism. 

Even so, the bill is expected to 
pass because the Liberal Demo- 
crats hold a narrow majority 
coalition in the upper chamber 
with two moderate opposition 
parties and have a solid majority 
in the more powerful lower 
house. 


The two leaders will exchange 
notes before a series of interna- 
tional summits — led off by the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro 
and followed next month by a 
European security conference in 
Helsinki and an economic summit 
in Munich. 


Mr. Major is stopping in the 
United States before heading to 
Colombia and Brazil. Mr. Bush 
leaves later next week for the Rio 
summit, where U.S. positions on 
global warming and on protection 
of plants and animals have drawn 
sharp criticism. 

An administration official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said the British played a 
helpful role in working out differ- 
ences between European nations 
and Washington on the global 
wanning treaty. 





H 


John Major 


contribute money but not people 
to international peacekeeping 


to international peacekeeping 
efforts. 


The Literal Democrats hope to 
begin deliberations on the bill in 
the lower bouse on Tuesday. 

Several rallies were held in 
Tokyo as committee meeting on 
bill turned chaotic in parliament 
Friday night, and police reported 
three bomb explosions, including 
one at the office of Education 
Minister Kunio Hatoyama. There 
were no injuries. 

Leftist involvement was sus- 
pected. 


The Bush administration ob- 
jected to European attempts to 
set deadlines for the reduction of 
gas emissions thought to raise 
global temperatures. Mr. Bush to 
go to Wo only after the treaty was 
modified to remove any binding 
commitments on emissions levels. 


Also on the agenda at the 
Maryland retreat are the situation 
in Yugoslavia and die effective- 
ness of U.N. -imposed economic 
sanctions aimed at ending Ser- 
bian-led aggression in Bosnia- 


Herzegovina and Croatia, the 
official said. 

He said Mr. Bush expects to 
get the British view of the Danish 
vote Tuesday rejecting the Maas- 
tricht treaty for European in- 
tegration, and on the future role 
of NATO. 

Use of NATO troops in future 
peacekeeping missions in Europe 
and beyond will be one topic 
when Mr. Bush and Mr. Major 
join leaders from some 50 other 
nations in July for a meeting of 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Major will also discuss the 
economic summit of seven indus- 
trialised nations in Munich — 
where aid to the former Soviet 
Union is a key issue — and efforts 
to break final obstacles to a treaty 
under the General Agreement on 
Tariff and Trade (GATT) treaty 
on freer international trade 


Czechoslovaks head for split — poll 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia 
(AP) — Czechs and Slovaks on 
Saturday wrapped up a two- 
day election that will deter- 
mine whether their country 
succumbs to nationalism and 
splits. 

First exit polls suggested a 
strong showing by the expected 
frontrunners. ’the conservative 
Vadav Klaus in the Czech 
lands, and populist Vladimir 
Medar in Slovakia, the coun- 
try's poorer, eastern third. 

Mr. Klaus and Mr. Medar 
are at odds over economic re- 
form and the degree of auton- 
omy Slovakia seeks from the 
shaky Czechoslovak federation. 

They face tough negotiations 
to keep the country together. 

Exit polls by the German 
Infas polling institute gave Mr.. 
Klaus' G^ic Democratic Party 


and their Christian Democrat 
allies 36 per cent of the vote in 
the Czech lands, much higher 
than predicted. 


The party still will need 
coalition partners to form a 
Czech regional government. 
But the exit poll suggested 
suffident support for other 
conservative parties which bad 
previously agreed on a possible 
coalition with Mr. Klaus. 

Left-wing parties showed 
weaker than expected in the 
Czech lands. 


for Slovak sovereignty and 
slowing of economic reforms 
that Mr. Klaus, currently 
federal finance minister, has 
pushed nationwide. 

The Slovak National Party, 
which goes much further Mr. 
Medar and advocates outright 
independence for Slovakia, 
won 10 per cent of the regional 
vote, the exit poll said. 

The Christian Democrats of 
current Slovak Premier Jan 
Camogursky showed with only 
8 per cent. 


In Slovakia. Mr. Meciar’s 
Movement for a Democratic 
Slovakia was projected to get 
33 per cent of the vote for the 
region’s parliament. 

Mr. Medar. ousted as Slo- 
vak premier a year ago, has 
won strong backing with calls 


A Social Democratic Party 
fronted by Alexander Dubcek, 
leader of the 1968 Prague 
spring reforms, seemed unlike- 
ly to. dear the 5 per cent barrier 
needed to win parliamentary 
seats. 

But the renamed Commun- 


ist Party, Party of the Demo- 
cratic Left, showed with a 
strong 18 per cent of the re- 
gional vote in Slovakia. 

That suggested Mr.. Medar 
will have to look either to 
extreme nationalists or former 
Communists to govern Slova- 
kia. Either alternative would 
be difficult for Mr. Klaus to 
swallow. 

The exit poll was based on 
interviews with 15,000 voters 
nationwide, and had a two per 
cent margin of error, 
Czechoslovak state TV said, 
reporting its results. 

Czechoslovakia’s complex 
political system makes it likdy 
that regional government* will 
have to be formed before Pres- 
ident Vaclav Havel can name a 
politician who tries to build a 
federal government. 


Next Italian government takes shape 


ROME (R) — An outline of 
Italy’s next government was 
forming on Saturday but agree- 
ment on filling the country’s two- 
month power vacuum is unlikely 
for at least another week, 
analysts believe. 

Jtaiy’s 51st administration since 
World War n is expected to be 
slimmer than its predecessors, 
with a broader base of support. It 
may still be headed by socialist 
leader Betti no Craxi despite his 
alleged involvement in a bribery 
scandal. 

"I have a feeling that in the end 
(Craxi will get the premiership." 
said acting Budget Minister Paolo 
Cirino Pomicino, echoing a grow- 
ing view. 

Political leaders were holding 
urgent talks over the weekend on 
whether to continue backing the 


beleaguered Mr. Craxi. a former 
prime minister with a reputation 
for decisive action. 


Mr. Craxi has strongly denied 
allegations of involvement 
in the scandal which has un- 
masked a widespread system of 
local politicians demanding kick- 
backs for public works contracts. 

Italy has been without a proper 
government since an April 5 
genera] election crippled the rul- 
ing four-party coalition but failed 
to elect any obvious alternative. 

No fewer than 16 parties were 
returned to parliament, creating a 
highly unstable political brew just 
when the country’s mounting eco- 
nomic problems required decisive 
action. 


huge budget deficit came on Fri- 
day night when the U.S.-based 
Moody's Investors Service 
threatened to downgrade Italy’s 
foreign currency debt rating. 


Nedrly-elected Italian President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, who has to 
choose the next prime minister, 
suspended formal talks with party 
leaders over the weekend to 
avoid influencing local elections 
this Sunday and Monday. 

Leaders of the smaller parties 
who have already been consulted by 
Mr. Scalfaro on the likely make- 
up of the next government have 
said he wants more technocrats 
brought in from outside to shore 
up public confidence. 


added. 

But the process of choosing the 
prime minister is being hampered 
both by the bribery scandal and 
by problems within Italy's largest 
party, the Christian Democrats.' 


Battered by their worst-ever 
result in the April election and 
without a party secretary since 
the resignation of Areal do Foria- 
ni last month, the Christian 
Democrats have been trying de- 
sperately to unite their squab- 
bling factions. 


Another reminder of the need 
for drastic measures to curb a 


He also wants a slimmer gov- 
ernment, shorn of some of die 
more obscure ministries, they 


Political analysts expect them 
to elect a new secretary next 
Thursday or Friday, a factor 
which may prompt Scalfaro to. 
delay the naming of a prime 
minister until the following week 
to allow them time to have a 
united say in the decision. 
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Earth Summit: 


armed forces from around the' 
airport He expressed trepidation 
about the accord's success, but 
added, “we are encouraged.” 
U.N. spokesman Francois 
Giuliani saiti the agreement cal- 
led for anti-aircraft systems to be 
withdrawn from around the air- 
port, and for artillery, mortars 
and missile-launchers to be 
guarded at depots by U.N. per- 
sonnel. 


Brazil signs key treaty; U.S. 
criticised for opposition 


U.N. officials in Sarajevo 
tenned the army’s earlier with- 
drawal from the Marshal Tito 
barracks, where they had been 
blockaded by Muslim snipers 
since before May 19, "a major 
breakthrough.” 

“We can now start talking busi- 
ness with the two sides,” said 
Adnan Abdul Razak, a U.N. 
spokesman. 

At the five-story U.N. bead- 
quarters, curious French soldiers, 
dressed only in their T-shirts and 
short, crouched behind the rat- 
tling windows watching red trac- 
ers and explosions. 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— Brazilian President Fernando 
Collor de Mello was the first to 
sign a biodiversity treaty aimed at 
preserving plant and animal spe- 
cies that are fast becoming ex- 
tinct. 

But U.S. President George 
Bush was harshly criticised Friday 
for confirming from Washington 
that he would not sign the treaty, 
the second to be finalised at the 
historic earth summit. 


wording makes unfair demands 
on industrial nations, who would 
fund it. 

The chief of the U.S. delega- 
tion, William K. Reilly, sent Mr. 
Bush a memo days ago that 
offered some basis for comprom- 
ise. That memo was leaked to a 
major U.S. newspaper by an un- 
identified White House official. 

Forced to publicly take a stand, 
the White House flatly rejected 
Mr. Reilly's suggestions. 


“I don’t think history is going 
to look very kindly on a country 
that watered down two treaties 
and refused to sign one of them,” 
Russell Mittermeier of Conserva- 
tion International said Friday. 

U.S. Sen. Timothy Wirth, D- 
Colo.. was equally direct, saying: 
“It’s a disgrace, isn’t it, that we’re 
not signing it.” 

A treaty on global warming 
was made available for signing 
Thursday, the second day of the 
U.N. conference on environment 
and development that continues 
through June 14. 

Mr. Bush scheduled to arrive 
here Friday, diluted that treaty by 
having U.S. negotiators remove 
the requirement that countries 
reduce their emissions of carbon 
dioxide and other gases. 

The biodiversity treaty aims to 
preserve plant and animal species 
that by some estimates are be- 
coming extinct at a rate of 100 to 
300 a day. Mr. Bush says the 


Other countries have different 
problems with the treaty. Au- 
stria, Switzerland and the Nether- 
lands want tougher standards. 
Nevertheless. 15 delegation 
chiefs signed the treaty after Mr. 
Collor de Mello. 

More than 120 heads of state 
are expected to add their signa- 
tures to the biodiversity treaty 
after they arrive next week. Na- 
tions have until June 19,1993, to 
do so. 


Delegates from all 178 U.N. 
members are attending the con- 
ference. They recessed Friday 
from debates on the Rio declara- 
tion final communique, but ses- 
sions will resume Monday. 

Elsewhere at the summit, 
Norwegian environmentalists 
claimed that half a million Sibe- 
rians have been contaminated 
since 1948 by radioactivity from 
the plant where the first Soviet 
atomic bomb was made. 

Radioactive water from the 


Mayak military-industrial base 
was discharged into the Techa 
and other rivers, said Knut Erik 
Nilsen, project manager of the 
Oslo- based Bellona Group. “If 
you multiply what happened in 
Chernobyl by 100, you have the 
extent of the tragedy in Mayak,” 
he said. 

The group's claim that the dis- 
aster was worse than the 1986 
Chernobyl explosion is not sup- 
ported by Russian and other 
Western scientists, though its 
data on radioactive contamina- 
tion seems consistent with other 
findings. 

Well-known ecologist Jacques- 
Yves Cousteau of France said 
unchecked population growth is a 
major factor in tire deterioration 
of the environment. 

Noting the world population is 
projected to triple to 16 billion by 
the year 2070, he said, “even if 
.we 'found a way to feed this 
human tidal wave, it would be 
impossible to provide this multi- 
tude with decent living condi- 
tions.” 

UNICEF Executive Director 
James Grant linked deforesta- 
tion • pollution and other environ- 
mental maladies with poverty in 
developing countries and over- 
consumption in rich ones. 

“I will urge the leaders and 
■ nations of the world to address 
the longstanding poverty- 
underdevelopment side of the en- 
vironmental crisis.” he said. 


Clinton: Don’t count me out 


HOUSTON (AP) — Bill Clinton 
has trailed both President George 
Bush and Ross Perot in some 
recent opinion polls, but the 
Democrat insists he’s still in the 
thick of the race for the White 
House. 

Speaking to the Democratic 
convention in Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Perot’s home state Friday night, 
Clinton told cheering supporters 
it’s far too early to count him out 
of the November election.. 

"They may say we can’t win 
now. I’ve had my obituary writ- 
ten many times,” he said. 

The Arkansas governor de- 
rided Mr. Bosh's handling of the 
economy and mocked Mr. Perot’s 
boast that he would spend his 
own millions to get elected. 

‘Tve got an opponent in this 
race who says be will... do what- 


ever it takes to hold onto this job. 
Tve got another one who said, 
who I quote, he would spend 
whatever it takes to get this job,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

“Now let met tell you some- 
thing. ...I can’t spend whatever it 
takes. And there’s a lot of things I 
wouldn’t do to get this job,” he 
said. 

However, the apparent Demo- 
cratic nominee told the 12,000 
convention delegates he would' 
seek to rebuild the American 
economy, create jobs and im- 
prove education for all children. 

• “I'll tell yon what I will do. I 
will get up early and I will stay up 
late,” he said. “I will work as 
long as it takes to bring ccanmon 
sense and a warm heart, a dear 
head and a driving, passionate 
virion bade to this country be- 


cause we have got to rescue the 
American dream.” 


Perot would cut taxes 


Meanwhile Mr. Perot has said 
in an interview that the United 
States must revive its economy by . 
promoting small business and 
manufacturing, rather than allow- 
ing jobs to drift overseas. 

In a Los Angeles Times inter- 
view published Friday, the unde- 
dazed presidential candidate cal- 
led for a lower capita] gains tax 
rate and more bank credit to 
encourage small businesses. 

In addition, the United States 
must stop transferring manufac- 
turing jobs tp nations with cheap- 
er labour forces. 

“We cannot be a superpower if 
we cannot manufacture here,” 
Mr. Perot was quoted as saying. 


Pope: Communism ruined African family 


SAO TOME (R) — Pope John 
Paul on Saturday attacked Com- 
munism as a foreign-im posed 
ideology that had destroyed the 
African family, introducing con- 
traception and abortion and 
loosening traditional links. 

Church officials said the papal 
criticism was particularly aimed 
at the Cuban and East European 
doctors who ran the health sys- 
tem when Angola and the West 
African island republic of Sao 
Tome and Principe were faithful 
Soviet allies. 

Expanding on a theme he took 
up on Friday in Angola, the Pope 
said people had lost track of the 
real sense of marriage while they 
had been deprived of personal 
freedom. He appealed for gov- 
ernments to reject divorce, poli- 
gamy and birth control. 

"It’s a message for the whole of 
Africa, not just Sao Tome. The 
holy father is convinced that • 
Communism destroyed the tradi- 




Pope John Paul 


tional African family — not just 
the Christian family in Africa, but 


Many Africans still adhere to 
animist religions that pre-date the 
arrival of Christianity and Islam 
to the continent and which attri- 
bute a living soul to plants, inani- 
mate objects and natural phe- 
nomena. 


the Christian family in Africa, but 
even the animist one — by wreck- 
ing such concepts as the obliga- 
tion to look after the elderly,” a 
senior Vatican official said of the 
speech. 


“I appeal to the authorities of 
Sao Tome to protect and promote 
matrimony in the way God con- 
ceived it — monogamous, indis- 
soluble, fertile and respectful of 
family life,” the Pope said in a 


speech prepared for delivery on 
Saturday. 

On Friday, he appealed to 
Angolans to “reject the deceitful 
propaganda about abortion." Ro- 
man Catholic missionaries in 
Central Angola say abortion — 
introduced by the Cuban doctors 
— is widespread in those war- 
ravaged areas. 

Cuban forces who helped 
Luanda from independence in 
1975 against the rival UNITA 
guerrilla movement completed 
withdrawal from Angola last 
year, the once-Mandst govern- 
ment and UNITA signed an 
accord in May 1991 ending 16 
years of civil war. 

“In the old days, having a 
family was a source of wealth for 
Africans. Since the war, every 
child has become a burden,” said 
a Spanish non in die central 
Angolan city of Hnambo during 
foe Pope's visit on Friday. 

The Pope, although not men- 
tioning the word Communism, 
said, “Angolan family values were 
put to the test by ideas and 
customs imported from abroad” 
that had perverted the life-giving 
emotion of love between man and 
woman. 


Poland’s 


takes up 


young premier 
the challenge 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's bick- 
ering Solidarity politicians have 
turned to a youthful farm leader, 
32-year-old WakJemar Pawiak, to 
try to break a dangerous power 
deadlock and solve the country’s 
complex political puzzle. 

Mr. Pawiak, voted in as prime 
minister on Friday in the wake of 
a row over the exposure of 
alleged ex-Communist collabor- 
ators, immediately took up the 
challenge. 

“It’s time to end the struggle of 
everybody with everybody and 
solve Polish problems as effective- 
ly as possible,” he said. “The 
government is fully in control of 
the situation and there is no 
reason for alarm.” 

Mr. Pawiak pledged to end the 
turmoil which finally toppled his 
shaky predecessor, Jan Olszews- 
ki, and to take up foe day-to-day 
business of running the country. 

Mr. Olszewski’s government 
fell after the distribution to de- 
puties of lists of politicians 
alleged to have been former sec- 


ret police agents unleashed a 
flood of accusations including re- 
ports that foe army might be 
called on to intervene. 

Within hours, Mr. Pawiak 
appointed interim defence and 
interior nuoisters to dear foe air 
and promised to form his cabinet 
a$ soon as possible. 

“The main task now is to pass 
the budget, then to agree on an 
economic programme,” he said. 
Parliament immediately obliged, 
passing the IMF-backed budget 
by an overwhelming majority. 

This gave Mr. Pawiak a valu- 
able breathing space in which to 
try to put together a viable coali- 
tion from among the 29 small and 
bitterly-divided parties in the 
lower bouse (Sejm). 

Asked how he could create a 
coalition from political factions as 
different as foe and water, he 
said: “Yon have to remember 
that when fire and water are 
combined steam is created. Let’s 
make sore that foe steam is not 
used for whistling, bat to speed 


foe engine of state.” 

Mr. Pawiak, Poland’s 
youngest-ever head of govern- 
ment, is the first to have no ties to 
the Solidarity movement since it 
removed the Communists from 
power in 1989. 


A stern-faced fanner from cen- 
tral Poland, his greatest political 
asset appeared to be his lack of 
involvement in the internal feuds 
which have since riven Solidarity. 

He leads the PSL Farm Party 
which has its roots in the Com- 
munist camp. But it has made 
strenuous efforts to sever these 
links and Mr. Pawiak himself has 
escaped being compromised, 

“We don't want to hide our 
doubts (about PSL),” Bronislaw 
Geremek, a leader of the post- 
Solidarity Democratic Union, 
told parliament before it voted 
Mr. Pawiak into office. 

“But we see here a young man 
representing a generation in 
whose hands lies foe future of tire 
country.” 



Young Elvis wins 


Buried alive 


Iranian kills woman, 
dumps head in river 


COLOGNE, Germany (R) — 
An Iranian living in Cologne 
apparently murdered his girl- 
friend. then cut up her body and 
scattered the parts in the river 
Rhipe.police have said. They said 
the crime came to light after 
Massoud Madjidi, 29, threw him- 
self to his death from his balcony 
after telling the superintendant of 
his apartment block that he had 
killed the woman. Police sear- 
ched the flat and found a 
woman's leg in a black plastic bag 
hidden under piles of junk and 
rubbish, they said, ft was later 
found to match other body parts 
and a head found in the Rhine 
over the last few days. The body 
was identified 1 from fingerprints 
as being that of 24-year-old Afak 
Bahmani, who shared the flat, 
police said. 


Penny pinching g 
makes news 


LONDON (R) — An Australian 
who calls herself a complusive 
penny pincher has started Bri- 
tain’s first magazine for devoted 
skinflints. The penny pincher's 
guide asks readers to write in with 
title meanest money-saving tips 
they can think of. “We’ve already 
been deluged," Sarah MacPher- 
son, a 25-year -old publishing 
assistant who has launched the 
guide, said. She said foe hoped 
foe eight-page publication, 
which follows a hugely successful 
similar venture in the United 
States, would reach a wide audi- 
ence in Britain's recession and 
make her money as well. The first 
edition was distributed free with 
an upper-crust women's maga- 
zine but the guide will in future 
be available by subeription for 
S18 a year. MacPherson tells 
readers in the maiden .issue how 
she and her husband Andy swap- 
ped gifts of a spaghetti strainer 
and a second hand jigsaw around 
a Christmas tree they got free 
from a friend. It offers 12 tips to 
readers on “quick, easy ways to 
save 100 pounds or more”. One 
says smokers who cannot give up 
should stop buying cigarettes and 
smoke other people’s instead. 


Japanese teacher 
kisses job goodbye 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese pri- 
ary school teacher has lost his job 


night, a local education authority 
official said. The 36-ycar-okl man 
was one of several' teachers from 
the school in Kyoto, western 
Japan, who accompanied chil- 
dren on a trip to Hiroshima last 
month,- the -official said- The 
Tokyo Education Council which 
.investigated foe incident estab- 
lished that foe teacher kissed foe 
sleeping girl, whose age was not 
given, white checking on foe chil- 
dren in their hotel rooms. Prim- 
ary school . pupils are aged bo. 
tween six and 12. The official said 
it did not appear that foe teacher 
had sought to- molest the (fold. 




NEW YORK (R) — Young Elvis 
Presley easily won a U.S. postal 
service ballot to decide which 
picture of the legendary singer 
would appear on a postage 
stamp. Former Postmaster 
General Anthony Frank 
announced that a young, slide- 
haired likeness of Elvis had won 

851.000 votes in foe nationwide 
marl-in vote, compared to 

277.000 votes for a later portrait 
of Presley in a glitzy white jump- 
suit. Frank announced the results 
at a ceremony broadcast on live 
television from "Graceland”, foe 
late singer’s home in Memphis, 
Tennessee, joined by bis widow 
Priscilla. 


YAOUNDE (R) — .Townspeo- 
ple in southern Cameroon have 
been burying dogs alive as part of 
an anti-witchcraft drive. Alarmed 
by a series of mysterious deaths, 
four “anti-sorcerers” in Ebolowa 
this week started staging special 
rites in which local inhabitants 
flick a black dog with a stick while 
swearing they do not practise 
sorcery, local residents said. 
Once the dog has been buried 
alive, its spirit is said to haunt 
anyone who has told a lie. Resi- 
dents said the anti-sorcerers have 
also called on villagers to hand in 
their magic charms, leaving an 
unattended house open at night 
for anonymous deposits. The op- 
eration yielded a collection of 
poison, fetishes, a belt said to 
turn into a snake at night and a 
bag of bewitched mosquitoes — 
said to render their victims sex- 
ually impotent. Belief in witchraft 
is still rife in Cameroon. Witches 
can only be neutralised by using 
stronger sorcery and the person 
involved is said to die shortly 
after the witch inside him has 
been exorcised. 
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